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1. INTRODUCTION

A, Statement of the Problem

"We have been faced over the last fifteen to twenty years with
a technological revolution in the field of information handling which
cannot really be compared to any pfevious teéhnological revolution, at
leas’. in terms of the speed with which it has taken place. ... This has
meant that the people who could control this technology have had to
grow up with it over a very short period of time, Along the way, they
had to develop the methodology to control this technological explosion."1

Concurrently, there has been an inforﬁation explosion the like of
which has never been experienced Sefore and its exponential growth de-
mands immediate development of methodology for its effective control.’

There 1s a very close relationship between formalization in a
discipline and application of informatian handling technology to it. In
order to use the information handling technology, formalization must be
introduced. Remarkable progress is being made in this direction as evi-
denced by the American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII),
the Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS), the Medical Litera-
ture Analysis and Retrieval System (MEDLARS), the Machine Readable Catalog
(MARC), now entering their second phases, efforts of the Library of
Congress (Lé), tﬁe Nationai Library of Medicine (NIM), and the National
Agricultural Library (NAL) for standardization and compatibility and

enormous federal and foundation support in these effcrts.

IMethodologies for System Design. Final Report om Contract no.
AF 30 (602)-2620, Project No. 4594, Task No. 459-405. (Los Angeles:
Hughes Dynamics, 1964), p. 1.5.

Preceding Page Blank




B. The Need for Methodologies

Today the need has become critical for well-defined methodologies

. to aid the information system designer and information system analyst

in carrying out his tasks. This dissertation proposal arose from the
recognition of the need for tools and well-defined methodology to aid
in the process of information system design.

 Over the past sevéral years, we have seen the development of a
technology which can aid in dealing with individual and isolated prob-
lems of information handling, e.g., file organization, remote access,
digital transmission, etc. The information system deéigner facdd with
this wealth of potential physical tools.has had, no methodologi kﬂ‘tools
on which to draw for analysis, evaluatior, and ;ynthesis of system based
on the available solutions, except his. own intuition and experiences. To
my knowledge, not many works have specifically dealt with the problem of
the tools and methods with which the information system designer &oes
his work. There exists only the diverse experiences of individuél work-
ers. In part this is a result of the lack of recognition of system de-
sign as a major area of responsibility, and systems concept as a‘design
tool.

The pfoblem bears upon deriving the methods by which the infor-

mation system designer selects the particular solutions to the technical

problems of system design itself,

C. What is Expected of the Methodology
The methodology should provide the techniques by which the infor-
mation systemvdesigner identifies the system components and determines
what techniques and equipment capabilities are required and then bring

them into a functional and structural relationship. The guidelines and



criteria for the selection of the equipment such as cost, equipment
sophistication, manufacturer's reliability or other considerations, that
is, the details of the processes by which the equipment may be specified
or selected, should also be provided by the methodology. The design
methqdology should also bring into relief those areas where extra-design
considerations must play a vital role, such as interfaces with other
systems, physical or environmental limitations, etc., where decisions

will have to be made by the policy makers.

D, Rationale for System Design

The design of an information handling system must be based on a
"detailed evaluation of the optimum combination of software, hardware
and people, among other things, to guard against getting a system that
1s so constrained that it cannot grow when growth is required or a
system that cannot change when chénge is necessary. Design of a system
cannot always be judged on the basis of current work load or performance.
Its survival potential against envirommental, organizational and compoﬁ-

ent changes is more important. The following figure 1 illustrates the

[ ' [ 1
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point that a [lexible system (fish-bone line) which may require a
slightly higher first year cost, might result in a distinct cost ad-
vantage over a hypothetical span of five years because the flexible

system can accommodate changes more economically than the inflexible

Il

il
one (solid line).”

E. The Proposal
The dissertation proposal is to develop a methodology of in-
formation system design that will help a system design team do the job
the management would demand of it. Categoricélly stated they are:
(1) Analysis - to find out what is to be done
(2) Design - to find out how it should be donme
(3) Programming - to make the system a reality
- implementation
- operations
- evaluaéion
- control
in other words, to provide a methodology for Resource Allocation,

Time-Scheduling, Cptimizing System Performance, System Evaluation, and

Control of its Performance.

F. Development of the Hypothesis
Making a decision is a process of rational selection among pos-
sible alternatives. During the past several years operations research

and other business management and control techniques have reduced un-

certainty and guesswork from business decision making.

2
“Tom Scharf, '"Management and the New Software," Datamation, X1V,

No. &4 (April, 1968), 52, 57, 59.

Manufacturing and

s
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/
production managers have benefited greatly from the advances in methods

of time studies, manufacturing simulation?and the entire area of auto-
mation, But to the people concerned with development and design, these
tools were not of much help. However, in thellast few years, a new

tool, the Project Network Model, has been introduced which is especially
useful in development and design, It forces planners and designers to
confront and to solve problems and difficulties -en before the start of
the system. The two major variations of this 2l are Program Evaluation
and Review Technique (PERT) and Critical Path Methoé (CPM). These have
been successfully applied to complex engineering projects.

I believe these techniques with necessary additions, alterations
and revisiong, can be developed into a methodology for information system
design. This methodology will put information system design on a ration-
al basis by allowing the designer to show the precedence and time cost

relationships of the activities and events of a system network.

G. The Hypothesis
PERT/CPM methodology or some modified veréion thereof can be .

developed into an Information System Design Methodology.

H. Methodology
'MEDLARS, a large-scale, computer-based operational information
system which is now entering into its second generation has been selected
f.r this study. This will assure the availability of some data on working

experience and evaluation. For our ﬁurpose MEDILARS is an ideal candidate

for selection.




The historical and logical antecedents of MEDLARS have been re-
viewed to put the system in perspective, Then the system has been struc-
turally and functionally analyzed tracing the actual activity-events-
precedence relationship and delivery restraints, eventually coming up
with a network representation of the system. PERY/CPM Network Model,
Assignment Model and Sequencing Model have been developed with an ab-
stract felationship to the system. Computér programs for PERT/CPM have
been written for the IBM 360/50. The 1i£erature of the design and control
methods in general and PERT/CPM in particular has been briefly reviewed,

and the areas relevant to this work have been indicated.

I.. Limitations
It did not seem feasible nor nececsary to study the entire MEDLARS
system for this dissertation. Only the Subject Indexing component of the

Input Subsystem has been presented here.




II. Review of PERT/CPM

A. What is PERT/CPM?

<>rogram Evaluation and Review Technique (PERT) and Critical

Path Method (CPM) are time esfimation and cost optimization techniques,
respectifely. They have been interfaced together to create a planning,
designing, schéduling, and controlling technique‘for R & D and con-
struction projects. It is based cn a networking technique which estab-
lishes the time, cost, and precedence relationships among the activities

and events of the network.

B. Background and History

vorgan R. Walker of the construction division of the E. I. DuPont

| ‘
DeNemours Company and J. E. Kelley, Jr. of Remington Rand's UNIVAC section

!
are credited with developing the Critical Path Method (CPM), in 1957. 1In

that yeai this new method was employed by DuPont in the construction of

|
a ten mi{lion dollar chemical plant. Reportedly, DuPont credits this
| JER

f
new method with savings of $1 million dollars on maintenance projects
‘[ .

|

at Louisville.1

Goncurrently, in 1957, a research team was established by the
U.S. Navy Special Project Office to develop a program evaluation technique

for the Fleet Ballistic Missile Weapons System development effort. The .
)

research!team was composed of representatives from the Special Projects

|
Office, ﬁhe management consulting firm of Booz, Allen and Hamilton, and

|

the Lockﬁeed Missiles and Space Company., Through the efforts of this team,

the ProgJam Evaluation and Review Technique (PEKRT) was developed and

1Frederick J. Zalokar, The Critical Path Method; A Presentation
and Evaluation, (Schenectady, N.Y.: General. Electric, May 18, 1964), p. 1.




implemented as a rescarch and development project management tool for
the Navy's Polaris Program.2

In managing the Polaris missile project, the Navy became con-
cerned with techniques for evaluating its progress. A schedule had been
established for its development, and a s&stem was set up for reporting
the status, progress, and problem areas in terms of accomplishment or
slippage (actual or predicted) of important program milestones. Majotr
components were also evaluated and their status indicated by one of the
following terms: - "in good shape," "minor weakness," '"major weakness,"
or "critical.” These evaluations provided no measure of‘the impact on
the overall program made by accomplishing a milestone or changing the
forecast for its accomplishment. Tight schedules had been established
for the program, so it was necessary to know the significance of a slip
in a scheduled date, its impact on future scheduled dates, and the pros-
pect for future slippages so that corrective action could be taken. As
the slips in schedules and the prospects for future slips were studied,

". . . it appeared that the capacity to predict future progress was more

limited than desired."3
As mentioned before, the operations research team was formed of
representatives from the Naval Special Projects Office; Booz, Allen, and

Hamilton, Inc.; and Lockheed Missile Systems division. This team was to

study the application of statistical and mathematical methods to planning,

9
“Bruce N. Baker and Rene L. Eris, An Introduction to PERT-CPM,
(Homewood, Illinois: Richard D. Irwin, Inc., 1964), p. 1.

3

D. G. Malcolm, et al., "Application of a Technique for Research
and Development Program Evaluation,” Operations Research. VII, No. 5
(Sept.-Oct., 1959), 649-669.




evaluation, and control.of the Polaris pfbéram. ‘The following ob-
jectives were established:

(1) To develop a methodology f9r providing the integrated
evaluation of progress to date and the progress outlook,
changes in the validity of the established plans for ac-
complishing the program objectives, and effects of changes
proposed for established plans;: )

(2) To establish procedures for applying the methodology, as
designea and tested, to the overall FBM (Fleet Ballistic
Missile) program.

The team felt that the two major requirements for a program evalu-
ation methodology were (L detailed, well-considered time estimates for
future éctivities, and (2) precise knowledge of the required or planned
sequence in which the activities were to be performed. Since the time
required to perform development activities is often uncertain, a pro-
cedure for quantitatively expressing this uncertainty was desired; this
led to the statistical estimation technique, which is a primary feature
of PERT. The sequence requirement was fulfilled by use of netwofk plans.

PERT, thereforé, was origiﬁally developed as a technique for eval-

uating establiéhed plans and sched%?es, but its utilify is not limited
to this. PERT can also be used asgé planning and scheduling technique.
The PERT technique for estimating ;$apsed times provides a way of handling
”éémé 6f the ﬁncertaintiesrin estimiéing the timeArequired to perform many

types of actiVities.4

“pavid I. Cleland and William R. King, Systems Analysis and
Project-Management (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1968), pp. 279-

280.




C. The Acid Test

A project on which Real Estate and Construction Operation has
successfully used CPM was General Electric's Progressland Exhibit at
the 1964-1965 New York World's Fair. W. F. Reardon, Regional Construc-
tion Manager, who had responsibility for the design and construction of
the building and show portions of the Fair Exhibit, pointed out that
this project was the acid test for CPM., "We had an opeﬁing day--April
22, 1964--which had to be met." Actually Real Estate and Construction
Operation had adopted a CPM schedule with a completion date of March 22,
1964, saving a month for debugging and last minute items. Mr. Reardon
attributes a great deal of the credit to CPM for having Progressland
ready to roll on March 26, 1964, only four days off the target date of
March 22, 1964,

Speaking from experience, Mr. Reardon states that the theoretical
benefits of CPM are real benefits., "The critical activities were brought
into theo fofeground and we knew exactly in which areas to concentrate
our etforts to keep on schedule." To control the Fair project, Mr.
Reardon orgarized bi-weekly construction meetings attended by Real Estate
and Construction Operation, Turner Construction Company (general con-
tractor for the Fair project), Walt Disney's organization and other in-
terested pérties. Following each meeting, a CPM review was made where
actual results and estimated changes were developed for computer input.v
By the next morning; a revised CPM schedule was available for management's
review. Mr, Reardon stressed the point that within twenty-four hours he
could see how the decisions made at the construction meeting affected the

total project and indicated that he was definitely sold on CcPM. 2

5Zalokar, op. cit., pp. 27-28,
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D. Project Planning and Control6

Network plans are developed by first studying the project

to determine the approach, methods, and technology to be used and
then breaking it down into elements for planning and scheduling
purposes. The elements of a project can be classified as folypws:

(1) Project objectives. These are thé goals to be accomplished
during thé course of the project. In most cases, the pro-
Jject objectives are specified before the plan is prepared;
the plan mereiy prescribes the course to 5e followed in
achieving the objectives.

(2)  Activities, tasks, jobs, or work phares. These elements
identify and describe the work to be performed in éccom-
plishing the project objectives. They normally utilize
time and other reséurces.

(3) Events or milestones. These are points of significant
accomplishment--the start or completion of tasks and
jobs, the attainment of objectives, the completion of
management reviews and apprbvals, etc. They are con-
venient points at which to report status or measure and
evaluate progress.

After the elements of the project have been determined, they are

arranged in the sequence preferred for their accomplishment. This is a
synthesis process that must consider the technological aspects of the

activities and tasks, their relationships to one another and to the

6This section is partially based on Cleland, op. cit., pp. 270-
285. :
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objectives, and the envf?onment in which they will be performed. A
network is used to reflect these factors as it portrays the sequence in
which the project elements will be accomplished,

Networks are composed of events which are represented by nodes
interconnected by directed lines (lines with.arrows) wnich represent
activities. Constraints are also represented as directed lines., Ele-
mants of the network correspond to z2lements of the project as follows:
»oints in *he n2twork represent project objectives, with the direction
of the lines indicating a precedence or seq:entialirelationship; and
directed solid or dashed linas indicate constraints.

Activities are Ehe jobs an' tasks, including administrative tasks,
that must b2 perforsned o0 accomplish the project objectives; activities
raquire tine and utilize resources. The lenzth of the 1line representing
an activity has no signifiqance (in contrast to Gantt charts, whaere ik
is the significaat factor). The direction of the line, howevar, indi-
cacas the flow of time in parforming the activity.

Events are usuaally represented by small circles or squares.
Numbers are uas2d to ideatify the events and the activity that connects
twd events. Events represent parciicular points or instances in time, so
they do noat consumz resources; the resources to accomplish an even: ére
used by the activities leading up to it.

| Constraints in petwork plans represant precedence relationships
resalting from natural or physical restrictions, administrative policies
and procedires, or managem2nt prerogatives, aad they s2rve to identify
activities and events uniquely. Constraints, like activities, are repre-
sented in a network plaa by directed lines. However, constraints indicate
precedence only; they do not requir2 resources and normally do not require

time. Those coastraints which require neither time nor resources are

12



represented by broken directed lines which are often referred to as

"dumny" activities.

E. Preparation of Network Plans

The network plan is constructed by drawing directed lines and
circles in the sequence in which the activities and events are to be ac-
complished}7 The network begins with an event called the origin, which
usually represents the start of the projéct and from which lines are
drawn to represent activities. These lines terminate with an arrow and
a circle representinz an eveat, which may be the completioa of a project
elemsnt or an activity. All activities that ave to be performed next
are then added to the network plan by drawing a directed line from the
previous event. For example, suppose activities B and C are to be per-
formed upon completion of acztivity A. These three activities aﬁd their
pracedence relationship would be represented in the network plan as

indicated in Figure 2. Activities and events are then added until the

O A -

Simple network plan,

Figure 2,

7There are two general methods which are used in actual construction

of a network plan. This section describes the forward mzthod, where con-

struction begins with the start event and activities and eveats are added in

sequential fashion to reach the end event. In the btackward method, con-

struction begins with the end event and proceeds backward to the start event.
The backward method of network construction is often preferred to the for-
ward method because attzaticn is directed to the project objectives. With

the objectives firmly in mind, the activities and events required to ac-
complish those objectives are often more easily datermined.

13
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project is complete. Constraints are added where required. The network
plan terminates with one{or more events, called terﬁinal events.

| To progress fromuone event to the next requires that an activity
be performed. Each activity begins and ends with an event. The eﬁent

at the start of an activiity is called a predecessor event, and that at

the conclusion a successlor event. Time flows from a predecessor event

to a successor event, ag indicated by the arrow, and is normally from

v

left to right thvroughout the nétwork. As each activity is added to the
network, its relationéhip to other activities is determined by answers
_to the following questions:
(1) What activities wmust be completed before this activity caa
start? |

Activitfes that must be completed first are predecessor

activities.

!

(2)  Waat activities can start after this activity is completed?
; =

| ,
Activit}es that can start after are successor activities.

/

(3) What activities can be performed at the same time as this
4 activity?

Those activities avre concurreat, ov parallel, activities.

i
In preparing the network plan, administrative activities must be
i

. | .
i included, such as the preparation of contracts, the procurement of parts,
| .
and the preparation of test procedures, .specifications, and drawings.

{

. j - ;
Technical work often cannot begin until a coatract has been awarded or

i
[

long-lead-tim2 articles have been procured, A test cannot be started un-

(
til specifications and drawings have been prepared and approved.
Two activities lwith a predecessor-successor relationship are

called sequential activities. Performing activities in sequence re-
Segquentiat , g s q
| .

quires that the start of the successor activity depends upon completion

14
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of the predecessor activity. Activities performed concurrently must be
independent of one another. Independent acéivities may have a common
predecessor event or a common successor event, but not both.

Suppose, for example, thét activities B and C caa be performed
concurrently but that both are dependent upon the completion of activity
A; activity D can be started after both B and C are completed. The re-
lationships would then Be represented as illustrated by Figure 3., The

constraint, or dummy activity, is needed between activities B and D so

Network plan: correct predecessor-
successor relationship

Figure 3

és to identify activities B and C uniquely by their predecessor and suc-

cessor events,

F. An Illustration of a Network Plan

To illustrate the preparation of a network plan, let us consider
as a project the servicing of an automobile at a service station. This
example will be slightly exaggerated in order to eamphasize the interrela-
tionships between project activities that must be considered. The projest
situation is described as follows:

Automobiles arrive at a service station for gasoline. Services
provided by the station include cleaning the windshield and checking the

tires, battery, oil, and radiator. Sufficient personnel are available

' 15




to perform all services simultaneously., The windshield cannot be cleaned
while the hood is raised., Customers are charged only for gasoline and
oil, Figure 4 shﬁws the network plan. Events 1 and 9 are the origin and
terminal events, raspectively, representing the start and completiqn of
sgrvice. Three constraints, or duwny activities, are used to sequence

the activities properly.

R

The constraint between =vents 3 and 5, denoted as activity 3-5,
is used so that the activities '"check radiator'" and "check battery" will
not have common predecessor and successor events. The dummy activity

4-5 is used for the same reason., The constraint 4-6 is used to indicate

that the activity of computing the bill cannot start until the activities

"check 0il" and "add gas" have been completed.

Lower hood
3K s 7\7

Check
radiator

Clean

i h
Compute 1wmds 1eld

bill

()

Coftect
payment

Raise
hood
\\/ Add gas

Network plan [or scrvicing an automobile.

"7 7 Check tires

Figure 4
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G. Analysis of Network Plans

The project network plan displays the activities, events, and
constraints, together with their interrelationships. For the network to
be useful in planning and controlling the project, time estimates must be
made for the various activities which cénstitute the project.

A network path is a sequence of activities and events traced out
by starting with the origin event and proceeding to its succassor event,
then to another successor eQent,.etc., until the terminal event is
reached. The length of a network path is the sum of the time estimates
for all those activities on thz path.

After activity time estimates have been made, an eariiest and
latest time for each event may be calculated. The earliest Eiﬂ& for an
~event is the length of the'longest path from the origin to the event.
Thus, it indeed repfesents tha earliest time at which the event can occur
(relative to the timing of the origin evenf). The earliest time for the
terminal event is the length of the longest nz2twork path. It therefore
represents the shortest time required to complete the entire project.

The latest time for an event is the latest time at which the
event can occur relative to the timing of the terminal event. If one
imagines thaf the direction of each activity 1is reversea, the latest
time for an event is determined by the length of the longest path from
the terminal event to the event in question,

In calculating earliest event times, the general practice is to
consider that the origin evant occurs at time zero. The earliest time
for each event is the sum of thz earliest tims for the predecessor event
and the time for the predecessor activity. If an event has more than one
predecessor event, this calculation is méde for each of them, and the

largest sum 1is selected as the earliest time for the event., This is

17
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so because the earliest time is ;he length of the longest path from the
origin to the event.

To calculate the latest time for an event, the latest time for the
terminai event is usually.initially set equal to the previously computed
earliest time for the terminal event. Then, for each event, the time for
its successor activity is subtracted from the latest time for its suc-
cessor event. The result is the latest time for that event. If an event
has more than one successor event, this calculation is made for each, and
thg smaller result is used as the latest ti—: for the event. This is
compatible with the view of the 1atest‘time for an event as the longest
path from the terminal event backward to the event in question.

Using these basic activity, event, and path measures, a number
of network measures may be developed to aid in netyork analysis.

Event slack is the difference between the latest time and the
earliest time for an event. The slack for an event is thé difference
betwzen the length of the longest network path and the length of the
loﬁgest network patg through the event, Hence, event slack is a property
of a particular network path.

The most important use of event slack is in identifying the criti-
cal path., The critical path is the longest network path. Thus, its

length determines the minimum time required for completion of the entire

project., Critical events are those events on the critical path. To
idenfify critical events, one need only determine those events with the
smallest amounts of evant slack. Their identification is usually suf-
ficient to identify the critical path; however, it need not uniquely iden-

tify it.8 The operational significance of the critical events is that

8See Thomas L. Healy, Project Administration Techniques (Dayton,
Ohio: The Mational Cash Register Co., April 1, 1963), for details of those
spacial situations in which this may be the case.
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they are the pacing elements of the project. If the project is to be ex-

pedited, the accomplishment of at least on2 of the critical events must
be exéedited. If there, is ;‘delay in the actual accomplishment of any
critical event, :he completion of the project will bz delayed.
H. Using Network Plans in Plann{ng and Contrclling a Project

The co;s;ruction of a network plan is a part ol the planning func-
tion of project managemant, Network analysis makes use of the project
plan to aid in scheduling a project.: |

Whather one is planning, scheduling, or controlling a project,
the central idea involved in using network plaﬁslis the principle of

management by exception. Stated simply, this means that it is the ex-

ceptions which reqiire the attention of management, In the case of a
project, the exceptions are thz activities on‘tﬂe critical path, for it
is they which pace the completion of the projzct.

If a project is to b2 expedited, some way imst be found to hasten

the accomplishment of critical events. Moreover, if the project is under
-

way and the events on the critical path are not being accomplished according

to plan, the project will bz delayed if no way is found to hasten the
completion of other critical events.

The application of the principle of management by exception in =
such projects usually takes the form of reallocating resources f§Qn.J5;f
critical activities to critical ones. This may ¢ accomplishedlin either
the planning or the control phase of the pfoject; i.e., it may be done
so that an earlier project complefio: date can be set up, or it may be
done because the project is falling behind schedule. Presumably, such

reallocations will permit faster accomplishment of critical activities

and hence, faster completion of the project itself,
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A number of techniques have been developed for accomplishing these
ends., Among them CPM (Critical Path Method), PERT-Time and PERT-Cost are
the best known and most widely used., After the network is prepared, the
PERT planners obtain three elapsed time estimates for each activity: the
shortest, the longest, and the most probablé, These three éétimates are
used to compute the expected times required to perform each activity and
a measure of the probability of accomplishing the activity in that time.
The expected time estimate for each activity is used in analyzing the
network, Variabilities in activity times are accumulated along the network
paths in the same manner as activity times are accumulated, and they pro-
vide a measure of variability for each event. The variability associated
with an event can be used to make statistical inferences about the oc-
currence of the event at a particular time, such as: the likelihood that
the project will be completed by jts scheduled completion date is 34

percent.,

The PERT approach requires cobtaining the activity time estimates

from the people who are responsible for performing or for supervising the

performance of the activities. The person directly responsible for the
activity should bz asled tc make the estimare because he is most knowledge-
able concerning its inhevent difficulties and the variability in its ac-
complishment, Scheduled times cannct be used because they are not adequate-
ly responsive to chonging conditions, contain no information on vari-
ability, and arc often made under conditions and in an environment that

do not reflect the techrical aspects of the activity. A single elapsed

time costimate would rot, by itself, provide a measure of the variability

in the time; this requires a range of estimated elapsed times. Estimates

of the extreme times, reilecting the optimistic and pessimistic times,

can usually bte given with some degree of reliabllity, however, and it

29



is felt that the most likely time estimate lies somewhere within this
range,

The three elapsed time estimates, referred to as the optiwistic,
the most likely, and the pessimistic times, are defined below:

| OPTIMISTIC TIME is the shortest time in which the activity
can be.accomplished. There should be practically no hope of
cémpleting the activity in less time than this, but if every-
thing goes exceptionally well, it should be possible to accomplish
it in approximately this time.
MOST LIKELY TIME is the normal or most realistic time
required to accomplish the activity. If the activity were to

be repeated numerous times under the same conditions and

without any "learning-curve" effects, it would be accomplished

most frequently in this time. (The most likely time is not

the expected time, but an estimate based on experienced judg-

ment; the expected time is a mathematically computed value.)

PESSIMISTIC TIME is the longest time required to accomplish
the activity assuming unusually bad luck (e.g., major redesign

or major reshuffling of planned action). The pessimistic

time estimate should include such possibilities as initial

failure and a second start, but not major catastrophic

events such as strikes, fires, tornadoes, etc.

The range between the optimistic and the pessimistic time estimates
is used in PERT as a measure of the variability of uncertainty in accom-
plishing an activity. If there 1s no uncertainty, all the time estimates
will be the same, and the range will be zero., If there is considerable
uncertainty, the range will be large. The time estimates must necessarily

be based on planned assumed resources. The most likely time estimate must
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be based on the same ievel of resources that is used for estimating
the optimistic and pessimistic times. For example, the optimistic
time estimate must not be based on an extra shift or additional per-
sonnel, whiie the most likely time estimate ié based on a normal
shift and fewar personnel,

The most likely time estimate should be made first so that the
estimate considers the available or planned level of resources and ap-
praises the technical aspects of the activity realistically. The op-
timistic estimate can then te made, based on.the same resources but
with the assumption that everything goeg exceedingly well, The pes-
simistic time estimate is made last, assuming that problems arise. The
time estimates for each activity must be made indépendentiy and should
notlinclude a pad to cover possible delays.

An important property of the computed expected times is that they
are added to calculate an earligst time, and this earliest event time is
also an expected event time and has a probability of 50 per cent. This
probability wou}d not hold if most likely time estimates were summed in

a similar fashion.

I. Efficacy of PERT
PERT has attracted considerable attention, which, to date, has
probably been more extansive than itsvrange of applications. The fol-
lowing comments and criticisms provide a measure of understanding of the

basic technique.
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Many feel that because the three time estimates afé subjective,
the estimator's personal bias will be introduced.9 A fundamental prin-
ciple of PERYT is that the three estimates are to be made by persoﬁs who
are most familiar with the technical aspects of the activifies and
therefore are best qualified to make the time estimates reflecting un-
certainties involw—-? in technical activities. Asking for three time
estimates tends to remove the psychologicai barrier often encountered
when only a single estimate is given, since a time range does not imply
a comnitment such as a single estimate does,‘and allowing the estimator
to make a pessimistic time estimate permits him to provide for unforeseen
contingencies that would probably be included as a pad in a gingle‘esti;
mate. The effects of personal biases are felt to be cancelled in the
analysis of the network, since estimates of optimists are offset by es-
timates of pessimists.

Another goﬁtroversial aspect of PERT pertafns to use of computed
expected times for scheduling. It can be shown that PERT éssumptions
pr&vide optimistic expected times. Therefore, many feel that scheduled
times should be later than computed expected/timas. But soﬁe argue
that automatically setting schedules later than expected times may in=-
crease the likelihood of schedule slippage§ and that expected times
should not be automatically used for establishing schedules. 'The basis
for this argument is that the computed expected times provide for slip-

page, and since roughly half the activities will bz completcd in iess—

9w. R. King and T. A. Wilson have hypothesized that a historical
analysis of time estimating behavior can lead to the development of adjust-
ment models. Such models could be used to adjust tim= estimates on the basis
of historical estimating behavior. The adjusted estimates would presum-
ably be superior to unadjusted ones. See "Subjective Time Estimates in
Critical Path Planning: A Preliminary Analysis," Management Science,
XIII, No. 5(January, 1967).
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than their expected times and half will require more than their expected
times, one will balance out the other. In actuality, however, R&D activi-
ties usually take as long as their schedules permit and are seldom com-
pleted ahead of schedule. Thus, schedule siippages occur in R&D activi-
ties which were not contemplated when schedules were prepared.

The validity of PERT expected time is another controversial mat-
ter. Where PERT is applied to the early stages of weapons-system develop-
maent prbgrams, the critical path is frequently 1 1/3 to 2 times as long
as‘the originally planned program. No doubt the greater attention to de-
tail that is nacessary in applying PERT accounts for part of the additiomal
time. A study of completed Air Force weapons-system development programs
conducted independently of any PERT considerationé, however, indicated
that extensions of developmant time by one~third to one-half over the

originally planded program ware the rule rather than the exception.lo

J. Advantages of Networking
Predicated on practical experience in the use of critical path
ﬁethods, the following advantéges have Been.observed:11
(1) 'providos a stimulus for long-range planning with considerable
detail;

(2) facilitates the documentation and communication of the plan-

ning and control elements of a complex project;

) lOA. W. Marshall and W. H. Meckling, Predictability of the Costs,
Time and Success of Development, Paper P-1821 (Santa Monica, Calif.: RAND
Corp., Dec., 11, 1956).

Uy, . Holzman, "Critical Path Methods,”" Encyclopedia of Library
and Information Science, ed, by Allen Kent and Hsrold Lancour, V{New York:
Marcel Dekker, Inc., in press).
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(3) projects the critical path through the network, thus per- . '

mitting management to concentrate on the 10 to 20 per cent

of the total activities which require the most judicious
evaluation of the resources (management by exception); ;
(4) determines the impact on the total system resulting from a

change in the original allocation of time and/or money.

K. PERT/CPM and Other Management Tools

Tﬁere are quite a number of management tools that are available
to a manager for'project planning and séheduling. These are all useful
techniques but they all have drawbacks and inadequacies, particularly when
we come to the handling of projects, plans, and designs involving large
numbers of interdependent activities, mutually dispersed in time and
space, and having an element of uncertainty associated with most of them,
PERT/CPM has been developed to handle this kind of problem.

The predecessor of PERT/CPM is the Gantt Chart, named after one
of the early pioneers of scientific management, H. L. Gantt. The Gantt
chart, also known as bar chart, is one of the most widely used planning
techniques. It consists of a number of bars plotted against a calendar
scale, each representing the beginning, duration, and end of some part of
the total project. Though widely used, it has some serious drawbacks.

These include:

(1) the lack of recognition of the interdependeycies which
exist between the efforts represented by the bars;
(2) the stacic scale which makes it difficult to reflect

easily the dynamic nature of changing plans; and
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(3) the inability to reflect uncertainty or tolerances in
the estimation of time.l2

But most of these difficulties can be solved by using PERT/CPM.
The network approach of PERT/CPM makes it possible to indicate the in-
terdependencies that exist betwecn activities represented by the bars.
Bar charts indicate which activities are currently behind schedule, but
the downstream impact of these slippages on other activities cannot be
readily ascertained, nor can the criticality of some activities be
identified. The critical path approach of PERT/CPM enables the manager
to concentrate his attention to the critical activities and reallocate
resources if necessary. The statistical technique used to compute the
"expected time" of an activity lets PERT/CPM handle the problem of
uncertainty and identify the critical path through the network. Evo-
lution of the bar chart technique to the network plan technique 1is
illustrated in Figure 5.13

Figure 5A shows a number of bars plotted against a calendar scale,
each representing the beginning, duration, and end of some part of the
total project. The small arrowheads point to some milestone events. From
this figure one would not get any idea as to how the bars interrelate to
" each other and how an interrelationship is going to affect the project
as a whole and how optimally a slippage could be handled, should one occur.
Figure Sp transforms the bars into activities (lines) and events (squares).

Figure 5C establishes interdependencies between the events at a

relatively macro level, and Figure 5D takes it to a relatively micro level,

12gussel D. Archibald, PERT Management Information Systems (Culver
City, Calif.: H'ghes Aircraft Corporation, 1952), p. I-1.

13

Adapted from Baker and Eris, op. cit., pp. 54-55.
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adding more detail, incorporating more events and activities, and showing
more interdependencies. Finally, Figure SE shows a simple PERT network.
The S's and C's inside the events mean ‘start' and 'complete', respectively.
With its time estimation and cost computation capabilities coupled with
the ability to identify the critical activities and path through the net-
work, PERT/CPM has become a very powerful technique for both R & D, as
well as project planning, scheduling, and control; and above all, it lets
one manage by exception. However, this need not preclude us from using
other techniques in conjunction with PERT/CPM to complement one another,
such as line-of-balance (LOB) discussed on page 30.

A typical family of networks is illustrated in Figure 6, showing
a successive blow-up technique of activities between milestones. 14 Figure
6A shows a summary of major milestones of the project; these milestones
are important target events of the project such as completion of a software
package or assembly of a hardware system. This summary network is analo-
gous to our "Umbrella Net" (see page 120).

At the level 1, Figure 6B, some activities between milestones,
rathar than just milestone to milestone link, have been indicated. At
the level 2, Figure 6C, the activity 1-4 of level 1 has been expanded
(Chart 2-A); the same has been done for activity M4-7 and 7-9 of level
1 (Chart 2-B).

At the level 3, Figure 6D, the activities of level 2 have been
expanded as follows: activity 1-5 and 8-4 of chart 2-A in chart 3-A and
3-B, respectively; and activity 2-7 and 5-6 cof chart 2-B in chart 3-C and

3-D, respectively.

141b1d., p. 46.
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Some of the different planning and scheduling techniques, be-
sides PERT/CPM, that exist today, are illustrated in Figure 7.15 Figure
7A 13 a Bar and Event cbart plotted against a calendar scale, showing

progress of the project (solid area).

A milestone chart shows the significant project event or milestone
in chronological order to form a diagonal from left to right on the chart,
Figure 7B. This technique suffers from similar drawbacks as the bar
chart. It lacks the ability to measure the impact of slips and changes
on the total project or to adequately differentiate betwesen critical
and noncritical problem areas,

Line of Balance (LOB)16 i8 a production planning and control system
which time-schedules key events necessary for completing an assembly
(Figure 7D), with respect to the delivery dates for the completed system.
This management tool uses graphic displays to monitor the progress of
praduction cchtracts; Production plan progress is bar charted (Figure
7D, showing items 2 and 4 behind schedule, and the LOB), and compared
with the production objective which is in graphic form (Figure 7C, showing
cumulative schedule, broken line, and objective numbers, 2nd row from the
bottom; actual delivery, solid line, and numbers representing actual
delivery, bottom row) and a line of balance is generated to show revised
requirements for meeting tite scheduled production nlans. Figure 7E shows
months remaining for delivery and uses this as a scale to show the flow
and interrrelationship of the project events 1 through 5. The '"management-
by-exception” approach is used here to expose weaknesses in the production

program so that correct action may be taken to eliminate the weak areas.

15adapted frem Baker and Eris, op. cit., p. 55.

161p14., p. 56.
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PLANNING AND SCHEDULING TECHNQUES
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Ianitially the objectives of PERT and CPM were extremely divergent.
CPM wis developed within the construction industry where previous experi-
ence in.similar work can be used to predict time duration and cost within
a range. While many of the characteristics of PERT and CPM are the same,
one of the essential differendes is that PERT recognizes that the actual
activity times ‘are not deterministic, but instead, may have considerable
chance variation., CPM, on the other hand, ignores the chance element
associated with'the activities and employs only normal and crash
cost/duration for each activity,

As we havé seen, PERT was originally designed to plan and control
large systems implementation where little past experience has been accumu-
lated. A typical example of PERT would be the.research and development re-
quired to structure an informa:ion system to transfer NASA space technology
to industry. No exparience wés available on information scientists, engin-
cers, programmers, and conputer hardware to implement such a system; there-
fore, it was probakla that the tiuwes for activities in the network repre-
senting this system would havé considerable variance. But in the construc-
tion of a new library, one could draw from the considerable experience of
professional librarians and architects to obtain more reliable estimates
of activity times. 18

Since CPM has the capability of activity cost optimization, and PERT
has the capability of activity time estimation, it seems logical that these
two methods will be interfaced.19 Thus, although these two methods were de-
veloped in different eavironments over the yéars, they can most profitably

be used in conjunction for planning, design, scheduling and control.

1SHolzman, op. cit.

19DoD and NASA Guide, "PERT Cost Svstems Design'" (Washington, D.C.:

Office of the Sccretary of Defense, NASA, June, 1962)
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It appears to this worker, however, that to use PERT/CPM as a
fuﬁction control tool we need something more than jgst networks indicating
precedence and time/cbsg relationships. A particular activity in a
large and complex PERT/CPM network would not.necessarily Enow what to
do or where logically to go, if anything goes wrong. 1In a large and
complex network an activity will b2 very small,gnd being preoccupied

-

with its own activity, may not have the feel of coordinated belongiﬁg
/
with the system as a whole. '

When we have laid out a system in the form of a PERT/CPM network
of interrelated components indicating the flow and precedence reiation-
ship of the system activities, we have a physical network, but it does
not help us in understanding the logical or control relationship beﬁween
the activities. |

An activity is physically and sequentially related to its pre-
decessor and successor activities but its logical or control relationship
may be entirely different, and this relationship need not have to be se-
quential, or in tandem; i.e., activity n need not have to be logically
related to n-1 and ntl, where n-1 and ntl repres;nt the predecessor and
successor activities of n,respectively. As ; matter of fact, an activity
may be logically relafed to any other activity or activities in the net-
work, depending on the control that has been established for the network.

wa different types of control are needed. These méy be called
dintracontrol and intercontrol. Intracontrol may be definad as those con-
trol problems that may b2 handled within an activity, e.g., the finish
of a product. Intracontrol cannot be separately represented in a network
because it is ingrained‘in an activity. For this reason, a PERT activity

has been modifed and redefined in this dissertation.
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Intercontrol, however, can bz separately represented and logi-
cally interwoven with the_network without interfering with the immediate
time/cost computations of the physical natwork. Intercontrol may be
represented by links to control nodes and/or activity nodes. A control
link to an activity node wili mz2an a link to the intracontrol of the
activity concerned. A control link betwéen two sequentially adjacent
activities is always assumed and coincides with the activity arrow.

The possible use of control couplers between .nodes is wall worth

investigating.




ITII. ALLUOCATION OF RESOURCES

A system is a network of interacting components organized to
achieve some goal. Evefy component does something towards the achieve-
ment of system objectives., To do this every component must receive
some input either from another component belonging to the system or from
its environment, This input will be processed by the componznt con-
cerned and generate an output which will be an input to ;ome other com-
ponent belonging to the system or to the environment.

. The system components will be using up resources in this
process., Here we are concerned with the resouvces which are available
to the system and we will assume, not too unrealistically, that resourées

~are limited. Under the circumstances, the objective is to allocate the
limited available resources to the components so as to either minimize

‘the total cost or maximize tha total return.

A. Linear and Dynamic Problems
The problem is twofold. We may try for immediate optimization,
or we may try for ultimate optimization., If we try for immediate optim-~
ization we are assuming effectiveness as linear functicas of allocations.

|
J

But if we intentionally decide to sacrifice a little bit at time t-1 to

be in a better position at‘rime t, we are assuming a dynamic relationship
between allocation and effotiveness. Programming for optimum allocation
‘Vméyrtake é stochastic turn'when current decisions are based on estimates
of probable future values of parameters.,

Most allocaticn problems can b2 represented by a matrix such as

is shown in the following Table 1 .1 The entries in the cells cjj represent

1Russell L. Ackoff and Maurice W. “asieni, Fundamentals of Oper-
ations Research (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1968), p. 121.
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TYPICAL ALLOCATION PROBLEM

Table 1

the cost or return that results from allocating one unit of resource

Ri to job Jj. The principal techniques available for solving allocation
problems involve the assumption that the amounts of resources available
(by), the amounts required (aj), and the costs (cij) are known without
error. As wa know, this is not always the case. Hence it is sometimes
desirable to determine how sensitive a solution to an allocation problem

is to possible errors in these coefficients.

B. Optimizaticn of Cut-back

m
If the sum of the available resources, § bi is equal to the sum
n i=1
of the resources required, 3 aj, we have a balanced allocation problem.

i=1
However, if

n
.2 aj i bl’

=1

3

[

e
1}

—
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we have an unbalanced problem that requires not only allocation of re-
sources to jobs, but also the determination of either what jobs should not

m n
be done (if & b, ( { aj), or what resources should not be used
f= =1

m n

(ifE b1 > b3 a;); 1in other words, the optimization of a cut-back
i=1 j=1

problem, _ <

C. The Problem is Generic

The complex of Assignnent; Sequencing, and Distribution, and
Optimum allocation'of limited resources, constitute the set of generic
proﬂlems which applies to most systems, including information handling
systems.

In an Assignment Problem each job requires one and only one re-
source, and eachlresource'can be used on one and only one job, This is
a case where resources are not divisible among jobs, nor are jobs divisible
among fesources. An exémple of an assignment problem may be assigning men
to offices or jobs, drivers to trucks, classes to rooms, or problems to
research teams. The problem here is to find a unique one-to-one pairing
of resources and jobs so as to optimize the performance of each pairing
that is made. Where there are more jobs to do than can be dbne, it is
possible to decide by applying the assignment teéhnique which job to
leave undone or what resources to add, to minimize cost or maximize return.

In a situation where resources can be divided among jobs, it be-
comes possible to do some jobs with a combiﬁ;tion of resources. A problem

that involves the distribution of empty freight cars to locations requiring

Ibid., pp. 122-123.
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them, or the assignment of'orders to be filled to stocks at warehouses
or factories, is a transportation or distribution problem. It is a
problem of allocating resources from one or more sources to jobs needing
them (destinations), when the jobs may be performed by combining re-
sources from several points. Transportati&n or distribution technique
makes {t possible to add or subtract resources or jobs on a rational and
quantitative basis.

Sequencing is the selection of an appropriate order in which to
serve waiting customers or do jobs. A sequencing problem includes pro-
jects or jobs that consist of tasks that must be perfcrmed in a specified
sequence. An example can be given in a "job shop" conteut. In a job
shop, a prodqction facility that processes many different products over
a variety of combinations of machines faces a sequencing problem or, in
other words, a scheduling problem. PERT/CPM is a networking and
scheduling technique endowed with the capability of identifying the
critical tasks that control the time required to complete the project
and optimi.ing the Eime/cosc relationship of the project activities. PERT
concerns itself with the uncertainties in activity times under special
conditions, like optimistic or pessimistic, but does not address itself
to direct control of activity times by allocation of resources to tasks.
1t is the function of CPM to do this in a deterministic context.

At one time or another, an information handling system component
will have to distribute or transport its equipment or facilities, assign
jobs te capabilities, and sequence them in some order to optimize component
and, ultimately, system performance.

The networking technique that PERT/CPM provides can, with some
modifications, hold and represent continuously and in parallel, in a

graphic form, the physical and actual "activities" (and "events") of the
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design and operation ot an information handling system. In this case

the activities are substitutes of System components reduced to the basic g

functional unit level._
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IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS

A, Definitlon of Information Systems

An information system is a set of interrelated components to
meet a defined information need. It is es;ential to differentiate be-
tween an Information system as such and the particular technology which,
in a given time and place, is utilized as one feature of the system. There
is a tendency, however, to classify types of systems by technological char-
acteristics rather than by the characteristics of information systems,
Information systems should be designed around the informational needs of
the system users rather than around available technology. The foundation
of information system development is the analysis of the need for informa-
tion at all levels and for all functions of the system users. This anal-
ysis of the user need must precede commitment to a particular type of
equipment.

An information system should be capable of transferring information
laterally across departmental lines as well as vertically through differ-
ent levels of organizational hierarchy,

"When we look at the historical development and evolution of in-
formation systems . . . it becomes evident that classification schemes
based on such criteria as 'scientific,' 'commercial,' 'real-time,' and
‘off-line,' are too narrow for our purpose and too specific to particular
technical design issues."2 The typical information system encompasses

some combination of these featuves, For our purpose, we shall define an

1Perry E. Rosove, Developing Computer-Based Information Svstems
(New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1967), p. 4.

21hid., p. 11.
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.information system as an integrated, multi-purpose, geographically local-
ized or dispersed, computer-based configuration of people, procedures,
data, and equipment, designed to satisfy the information needs of the

system user, v

B. Nature of Information Systems

An information system is tailor-made to fit the needs, objectives,
and requirements of a user-group. Between information systems, among
other things, there will be differences in computer programs, format and
content of displays and reports, kinds and format of data base, relation-
ships among system components, and in the mode of man-machine symbiosis,

Information systems are one-of-a-kind, that 1is, only one operational
system is usually developed from the design. An information system is not
a mass-produced article. A major consequence of mass production of an
article is the fact that a complete prototype can be built before full-
scale mass production, at a fraction of the total cost of the project.
The prototype can be used to test and evaluate the design against speci-
fications and performance criteria. If necessary as a result of the test
and evaluation, the prototype can be modified without entailiung consider-
able cost., Once the prototype model meets all user requirements, the
design is frozen aﬁd production is started, But unfortunately, the
creation of a complete prototype for an information system would be tanta-
mount to producing the operational system itself and the cost of producing
the prototype would Ee prohibitive and defeat the whoie idea of producing
a prototype.

Alternatives to prototype production for information system develop-
ment are feasibility studies of system components and subsystems, and running a

test facility under experimental and simulated conditions in which the
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basic design concepts of the new information system are tested. The cre-
aticn of a test facility before the cunstruction of the information system
itself 1s illustrated by the Cape Cod System, which was built in 1953 as

a working model of the SAGE system of air defense (Semi-Automatic Ground
f._nvironment).3 At best, however, a test-bed information system can only
represent a truncated version of the operational system. If the informa-
tion system is of c;ucial importance such as in a defense system, there
must be a backup system to take over in the event that the primary

system is destroyed. Besides defense systems, air-traffic control systems,
space survelllance systems, space-vehicle tracking and recovery systems,
air-sea rescue systems, weather forecasting systems, fire warning and
control systems, law enforcement systems, emergency ambulance systems

and the like should have survivability, redundancy, alternate modes of
operation, and backup capabilities.

Changes in information systems come as planned evolution. As the
old system is phased out, the new system is phased in. The system as it
exists at any stage or phase incorporates earlier phases. An information
system is adaptive to its environment; it adapts itself to changing sit-
uations and learns from experience, thanks to its human components. Mod-
ifications to the system should be made through an on-going dialogue among
the system designars, system operators, and users of the output of the
system,

An information system design may not push the hardware, software,
and human capabilities to the limit., The level of sophistication of an
information system depends on managerial decisions rather than the state-

of-the-art, Managerial desire to initiate with a modest capability, lack

Jtid., p. 37.
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of funding, and Inadequate understanding of the user requirements may
all be reflected in the design of an information system.

The évoTutioqary process of an information system is an iterative
one. The first development cycle may be in the production phase, while
the second is in the design phase and the third in the requirement phase
(Figure 8)? This iterative, evolutionary character of development of
information systems relies heavily upon the flow of data among the design
personnel working at the different levels of iteration as shown by the

dashed lines in Figure 8. The system cannot meaningfully evolve without

the provision.of a feedback system,

< Development process —>

First

iteravon Reaurements| Design | Preduction [ Installation T Gperations -i

S S MR |
Second for e it
steration cqu:remenls] Design TPmduchnn l Instllatian [ QOperations
¥ 7 -
'—.—-—'——.—..—--——L—-—-——.—-
Third 1 L —_—
Requirements] Design [ProductmnT Instaltation

iteraiion

INFORMATION SYSTEMS PHASES

Figure 8

Although information systems could profit from improvements in
such areas as core storage capacities, speed of operation, display de-
vices, and input/output devices, the technological limitations in these
fields do not constitute insuperable constraints on thec design of con-

temporary information systems.
The computer is a basic component in large-scale information
systems but since humans also constitute other important components of

the system and will keep doing so until content analysis, indexing,

41bid., p. 43



abstracting and the like can be thoroughly mechanized, and since humans
will never be replaced as the ultimate recipient of the output of informa-
tion systems, the designers of such systems have to get involved in the
so-called "soft" sciences like human relatibns, management science, psy-
chology, sociology and other behavioral sciences. These sciences and
_others, such as hqman engineering, are applied in the design of informa-
tion systems to obtain an optimum symbiotic relationship between human

and physical components of information systems.

It is difficult to determine the effectiveness that is bought
for a dollar when the management is payirg for an information system.
More often the effectiveness is intangible; it is hard to assign a dol-
lar value to it. We cannot live without air, but we do not pay every
time we breathe; however, if we had to, we wouldn't know how to fix the
price. Information services, likewise, are indispensible for civilized
society but it is very difficult to put price tags on these services.
Moreover, traditionally, information services have been offered more or
less free of charges, and hardly ever have information services had to
justify their existznce by shcwing a profit or a favorable cost effec-
tiveness ratio.

With the availability of customized "instant" information,
thanks to the random access devicas and time-sharing computer systems,
and of machine processable, discipline or mission oriented data sets,
the time has come to establish a velue theory or price theory of infor-
mation.

For the coumnputer~based information systems, compatibility and
interface with external and sometimes internsl information systems
are important concerns. The experience cf MEDLARS with its national
and foreign search centers, of the three feleral libraries, and of the

military commaad and control information svstems, point to the
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necessity of handling the compatibility and Interface problem as a

design requirement.

C. Information System Development Process

The develop&ent or design of an information system is the creation
of a new or a replacement system wnich is designed to meet the infor-
mation needs of the system user. "System development is concerned with
the entire history of a partiéular information system, including the
study and analysis of its manual or semimanual preéecessor: the initial
conception of the replacement system; the analysis of existing user ob-
jectives and the creation, in consultation with the user, of new ob-
jectives; the definition of the new system's operational requirements;
the design of the system; the specification of its phyéical components;
and the production (or cause the production) of these physical components.
Systems development includes provision for the human components of the
system, that is, personnel and organizational design. It includes the
creation of training programs and capabilities for system tésting and
system evaluation. And, given the cﬁncept of system evolution, systems
development must also include over-all, long-range planning for the evolu-

tionary replacement of each system configuration by subsequent ones,"

D. -Systems Development Phases
In the course cof its drveloprr~nt, everyv large-scale information
system must pass through a sequence of six stages in its life history,

namely:

S1bid., p. 17.
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Phase I - Feguirereats

Phase II - Dasign

Phase 111 - Pro@uction

Phase IV - Installation (Implementation)
Phase V - Operation

' Phase VI -~ Evaluation (Continuous)

E. Systems Engineering and Operations Résearch Approach

Goode and Machol describe the emergence of a systems orientation
"in the field of Engineering. They point out that early efforts to de-
velop large-scale equipment gystems, such as the telephone system, applie&
methods and an approach which had worked well in the design of small-srale
systems.6 In the design of large—uqale systems, this approach, however,
was not successful since the componeﬁts of the large-ncale system did nct
work when they were joined together. Out of these early failures, there
emerged new concepts and new methods, and the name "Systems Engineering"
was givén to the field. The method is the interdisciplinary team approach.
The evolutionary forces which resulted in the development of systems engin~
eering as-a field in the 1950's were increasing sysﬁem complexity and the
growth of modern technology, which broadeni the range of possibilities and
alternatives. According to A. D. Hall, the systems point of v% % means

that the systems engineer is mot concerned primarily with the devices

that make up a system, but with the concept of the system as a whole--its

internal relations and its behavior in the given environment.’ Systems

6H. H. Goode and R. E. Machol, Systems Engineering: An Introduction
to the Design of Large-Scale Systems (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1957), pp. 7-8.

7A. D. Hall, A Methodology for Systems Engineering (Princeton, N.J.:
Van Nostrand, 1962), VII, p. 16.
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analysis and cperations research are the distinzuishing features of the
field of systems engineering. Churchnan asserts that operations research
should equal "Systems S;ienc‘e."8 Operations research is a technique¢ de-
veloped in an effort to apply scientific method in systems problems. A
central orientation to the solution of such problems is the systems
approach, since the industrial oréanization is regarded as an intercon-
nected complex of functionally related components.

Operations research and systems science had an impact on Business,
but relatively ligtle direct influence on information systems develop-
ment. Although the system concept existed ag early as the 1940's, the
developmeﬁt of integrated information systems in busingss appears to
have been the result of a trial and error process.9 At thg present
time systems science is gaining ground as a philosophic concept, and
systems engineering as an operational tool. However, in the information
science field the systems point of view has not yet prevailed in an op-
erational, day-by-day sense.10

The problems that caused the development of systems science are
the problems of precedence, dependence, and interrelations. There can
be a situation where the components are'working pgrfectly but the system
as a whole is working at less than optimum efficiency. As an analogy,
the different states of a nation may be in perfect harmony internally,

but as far as their federal relationships are concerned, the nation may

8C. W. Churchman, Does Operations Recearch=Systems Science?, Sym-
posium on Operations Research (Santa Monica, Calif.: System Development
Corporation, March 27, 1963).

9Rosove, op. cit., p. 13.

101bid., p. 16.
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be facing dléruption. So it has become a prima?y concern for system
designers to be able to "design" the relationships between the system
components to assure sygtem_optimization and survival,
( PERT/CPM is a networking technique. It lets the designer estab-

" lish the precedence and dependency relationships between the system
components, In a graphical representation of the system it brings
into relief the "federal" relationships and allows the designer to do
the necessary problem solving in the area pf precedence, dependency, and
interrelations. |

Scheduling is the process of accepting input, operation on the
input by assignment and/or sequencing, and producing an output., In
a system this is the complement of precédence and dependency relation-
ships, and the two togetﬁer complete the picture. That is, f;r most
systems, including information systems, scheduling is tﬁe activity side
of the system and networking represents the interfglationship side of
the system. So it seems logical that the networking technique of PERT/
CPM and the scheduling techniques of assignment and sequencing should
be interfaced to develép an information system design methddologf that
is capable of providing the designer with a gestalt approach so that he
can design both the activities and the interrelationships of a system

with properties not derivable from its parts in summation.




/ V. PROBLEMS OF INFCRMATION SYSTEMS: GENERAL

We have established a definition of infurmation systems and
Ai@punﬁrd thelr che 2. cristics, cost/effectiveness, compatibility and
tWt¢tiace problems, and their developmané processes and phases. But
what are the problems that an information system would normally encounter
in performing its design functions? 1Is it possible to develop design
requirements from the diagnostics generated by the system_operating
experience and create design algorithms which will force the designer
to go through the process of'problem solving ag the point of their
logical occurrence on the drawing board? 1Is it possible to develop a
design methodology wnich will also provide mechanisms for trouble
shooting as they will occur at the basic functional unit level? Before
we may attempt to answer these questions, we have to find out problems
that are normally encountered by an information system. Then we will be
in a position to consider the question of developing a design methodology
that can live up to these problems.

Acéording to Kentl any information retrievai system must carry
out certain unithperations. These unit Opérations cover the whole gamut
of information system activities starting from the identification and
acquisition of information down to the delivery of search results. For
the purpose of his book, Kent assumed the existence of the files of
records and itemized the rest of the unit operations as follows:

(1) Analysis, involving perusal of the record and the selection

of points of view (or analytics)that are considered to be

1a11en Kent, Textbook on Mechanized Information Retrieval (2nd ed.;
New York: Interscience Publishers, 1966), pp. 20-22.
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of sufficient probatle importaince to warrant the effort
of rendering them searchable in the system,

(2) Vocabulary_and subject heading control, involving establish-
ment of some arbitrary relationships among analytics in
the system., These arbitrary relationships are usually de-
pendent on similarities among analytics as revealed in
dictionary definitions for the words used té»express the
analytics,

{3) Recording of results of analysis on a searchable medium, in-
Qolving the use of a card, tape, film, or oth;r medium, on
which the analytics are transcribed.

(4) Storage of records, or soqrce_documeﬁts, involving the
physical placement of the record in some location, éither
in its original form, or transcribed or copied (in full or
reduced size) onto a new madium. |

(5) Question analysis and development of search strategy, in-
volving the expression of a question or a préblem, the se-~
lection.of analytics based on analysis of the question, the
expression of these analytics in terms of a particular search
mechanism, and their arrangement into a configuration that
represents a probable link between the question as expressed
and the records on file as analyzed.
of the search mechanism in order to identify records from the
file. |

(7) Delivery of results of search, involving the physical removal
or copying of a record from file in order to provide it in

response to a request.

50
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In the following flow chart, Figure 9, Lancaster? has sumsarized
al& the activities involved in the storage and retrieval process from the
time a document is iﬁdeged for input to the system until it is retrieved
antd delivered to a user in response to a request made tc the system.
Kent3 {dentified the following procedure for the development

anfl study of information systems: »

(1) Identify the records, or source documents, that are to be
(or have been) included.

(2) Decide on the extent, orldepth, of analysis of the records
that will match the probable extent, or depth, of questi;ns
that are to be put té the system.

(3) Select a system of terminology or subject heading control or
coding that will match in precision that of the probable
search.

(4) Select a suitable searching device or technique.that will
probably be useful'and economical, and

(a) select a system of notation for recording the
results of analysis on the search medium; ér

(b) select an appropriaté‘form of storage for source
documents, either directly dependent on or inde=x
pendeng‘of the search medium.

(5) Determine how to exploit the selected syﬁteﬁ by development

of skillful question analysis and appropriate search strate-

o
)

gies.

2

istiics, Testing, and Evaluation (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,1968),
p. [4. . .

3Kent, op. cit., p. 22.
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(6) Learn how to operate the system or cause it to operate in
conducting searches.

(7) Select a means for obtaining the results of searches and
copies of source documents, digests, or abstracts, or

bibliographic references to them,

A. Identification and acquisition of Information

If a document is not acquired by an information system, then
no matter how efficient the system is, that particular document cannot
be retrieved. The extent of coverage in the subject area of interest,
aud the quality of the items that have been covered, are the two most
important things. The system may try for extensive and comprehensive
coverage in the subject area of interest or it may try to be selective
and discriminating. Obviously, there will be high recall* and low
precision** and vice versa in the above two situations respectively,
We have to keep in mind that documents may be judged of no value for
reasons like age, reliability, level or type of subject treatment,
language, and so forth,

One of the most important problems in information system design

is the estgblishment of criteria for the selection of documents. Because

*The recall ratio is defined by the formula 100 R/C, where C is
the total number of documents in the system that are established to be rele-
vant to a particular request, and R is the number of these relevant docu-
ments that are retrieved in &he conduct of a search for this request in
the index to the collection,

**The precision ratio is defined by the formula 100 R/L when R is
the number of relevant documents retrieved in a search, and L is the total
number of documents retrieved in that search.

4Lancaster, op. cit., p. 55.

31b1d., p. S6.
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sometimes even relevant documents are judged irrelevant by the users for
reasons like out of date, of doubtful validity, too mathematical, or "can't
read this language.”" This problem typically relates to the acquisition

policy. 1In a real-life situation it has been found that of all the articles

- that were retrieved in the test searches, and judged of value by requesters,

approximately 907 were English. But foreign materials occupy about 40%

of the data base, and are actually estimated to consume 50% of the input

rcosts of the system. Obviously, on cost-effectiveness grounds, it is hard

to justify the allocatic of 507 of input costs to 10% of total usage.
In the case of journal titles also, it has been found that 10% of the
journails account for about 507 of the retrievals, while 307 account for

almost 807 of the retrievals,6 as indicaced in Figure 10.
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Figure 10

A word of caution is in order here. We must not be too mechanical in
weeding out the journals and other documents which are not earning their

keep., Scientific breakthroughs do not always tread on cost-benefit
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grounds; they even have a tendency to elude averages and percentages.
Fisher found a very important statistical teble in an agricultural journal;
and a ten-year old issue of a journal containing the report by Alexander

Fleming which led to the discovery of penicilin can hardly be called "aged."

B. An?lyéis

When it has been decided to enter a document in the information
system, it becomes a member of the universe of documents in the system,
The problem is to’reﬁresent the document aaequaéely in the searchable
files such as card catalog, magnetic tapes, disks, and so forth and/or
to shelve the document with its like members in the document storage as
the books in a library are arranged in some classified order.

Every doc&ment or part of it belongs to one or more requeéfs.
The problem is to find the address. A request for information should
get all the documents or parts thereof that are addressed to it. . So
the anaiysis of a document is a semantic problem; what it means and to
which information needs it addresses itself, This is the identification
of the intent of the content.

But the intent may be identified and labeled in many different
ways. This is the problem of indexing by providing each doéument with
an adeéuate number of direct or indirec; access points, and the problem
of inter-indexer inconsistencies., The process of identification involves
the Boolean functions--class sum, intersection, and complementatinn.

In the development of indexing systems, many different ideas have
beea explored, such as enumeration, concept or term coordination, hierarch-
ical thesaurus counstruction, KWIC and so forth. The following Figure 11

has been used by Lancaster7 to depict how the genus "fabricated products"
P

"Ibid., p. 27.
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may'be subdivided in a classification schedule or list of subject headings.
Although the hierarchy of Figure 11 z2numerates, and therefore allows us

to specify, such classes:as "continuously cast products," "forged products,”
"sheet," '"tube,” '"steel," and "chrpmium steel," it does not enumerate,

and therefore will not allow us pé specify the more complex and specific
intersections of these classes, such as "continuous cast tube" or "chromium

e

steel sheet."

Fabricated products

Matenals Fsbrication process

Metals

Continuously
cast

Hexagonal .

tude

Headed

Chromium Square forged
steel tube Upset

THE HIERARCHICAL TREE '

Figure 11

Deciding upon the depth of analysis and indexing is another prob-
lem., Precision and recall (page 53) have inverse and direct relationship
with depth of indexing, respectively. A happy balance must be found be-

tween the noise-tolerance® propensity of the user and the depth of indexing.

~ *Noise-tolerance is defined as the willingness of the user to ac-
cept a certain number of non-relevant and peripheral documents with his
search output.
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This dilemma has been analyzed by Kent8 and displayed in the

Figures 12

and 13.

(1) Cannot be “failsaie’” by indexing everything in sight

fur every patential user
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THE DELEGEE'S DILEMMA

Figure 12

i

(1) Cannot fully exploit all filea to which
scanned indexes refer

'

(2a) Cannot assume that all subjects covered in the
index refer to source material of interest

(2b) Cannot assume that subjects not covered in the
index are not in the collection

-

o

(3a) Because of ton
generic indexing

() Beeause of too liberal
uze of cross-reterences

(3d) Beewuse of too

—

¥
(3¢) Beeause of insulficient
cross-refcrences

shallow indexing

i

ﬂ!ib) Because of 100 extensive and tou specific indcxinﬂ

8

Allen Kent, Specialized Information Centers

THE SEARCHER'S DILEMMA

Figure 13

Spartan Books, 1965),pp. 16-17.
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"We may characterize the dilemma of the delegee by considering the problems
of the analyst, or mare specificlly, problems faced by the indexer. Pasically,
the dilemma revolves about the vonsideration that an indexer eannot determine
every subject, point of view, or implication of the source materials being
examined that may he of interest to all potential users. Eeonomic and technical
coasidsrziioes nrevent him from attempting to be “failsafe” in his analysis
by indexing evervtling in sizht (1), Accordingly, the first of a serics of technical
compromises is initiated {2) both with rezard to depth of indexing (3a) and
citent of crossrferencing (3b), r_i-"l'.s’,ure 17} .

I indexing is too shallow (4a) ar cross-referencing too limited (4c) and
only specific eniries (38) or epecific relationships (31) are provided, then
items of interest may well be missed (6a and 6d). If only generic entries (5b)
or generie relationships (5e) are provided, then too much of marginal interest

T may be identified daring a searel (6b and Ge).

On the other Land, if indexing is teo deep (4h) or eross referencing too ex-
tensive (4d) and only specifie entries (5¢) or specific relationships (50) are
provided. then nuny items of only marginal interest may be identified during
asearch (Be and 65} Butif only zenerie entriss 45i) or zenerie relationships (3e).
are provided. agzin too murh may i identitied during searches of the resulting

indexes (6b and 6e). o
* The resuit is a corresponding dilemma faced by the searcher [xee TFigure 31
The dilemma facing the scarcher of the index relates to his jnahility to exploit,
fully the iiles to which the indexes refer (1. It canot be assumed that subjécts
that are coversd i the index do fnedeed refer to source material of interest (2a)
when too generie indexing (), too extensive and too specifie indexing (3b),
or too libera! ure of erozs-references (3e) has been usad,
The other horn of the dilemimua is that it canuot be assumed that subjects
not vovered in the index are not, nevertheless, in the coilection (2b), when too
shallow indexing (31) or insutliciont eeoss-reforences (:3e) have been used. 9

C. Vocabulary and Subject Heading Control
This problem is intertwined with the problem of an;%ysis. 1f
the system is using a controlled or restrictive vocabulary, then the
indexer has to translate the analytics into the vocabulary terms which

are legal in the system. A system may perform with very l%ttle control

s
i

of vocabulary by using, say, the key words in a title or abstract. When
the vocabulary is controlled, theAlack of a term in the vocabulary may
cause an indexer to either ignore the concept or use an available near
term which only inadequately represents the concept concerned. The

result will be recall failure in the first case and precision failure

91bid., p. 15.
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in the second, The system should prqvide the indexer with tools which
will help him in determining the specificity and generality of terms
and how terms are subsuTed under other terms.

The group concerned with the development and maintenance of the.
vocabulary should work in close cooperation with tﬁe indexers who apply
the vocabulary to represent documents in the system. They are the right
people to uncoveg the inadequacies in the vocabulary if there are any.
The vocabulary control system should be sufficiently flexible so that

it may react to the feedbacks from other system components affect:d by

the vocabulary.

D. Recording the Results of Analysis on a Searchable Medium
This is a problem of file organization and access efficiency.

The searchable file may be recorded on 3" x 5" cards, punch cards, paper
or magnetic tapes, discs,and so forth, Files may be organized sequenti-
ally, record by record, or in an inverFed way, aspect by aspect, with rele-
vant document identifications following their respective aspects. De-
pending on the organization of the files, éccess may be sequential, random,
binary, or a combination thereof. 1In a computer-based system, an optimally

organized file may entail considerable cost advantages.

E. Storage of Records or Source Documents
Most information retrieval systems retrieve document identifiers,
such as accession numbers, as search output. There are some systems wnich

also retrieve citations, abstracts, or extracts. If the information system

makes itself responsible for providing the full documents like the University
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Micrefilms' DATRIX services or the ERIC system, it might get involwved in
the problems of logistics, networking, document reproduction, microform

storage, and so forth.

F. Question Analysis and Development of Search Strategy

At this point the system is interfaced with the user. This
activity directly affects the search output. The analysis of documents
and énalysis of questions have a lot in common. Both involve the infer-
ence and identification of the intent of the author or requester,.as the
case may be. The following Figu?é 1410 illustrates the problem of

discrepancy between the stated request and the information need.

Stated

request Information

need

Information Stated B
need request

Information
need

NEED-REQUEST DISCREFANCY
Figure 14

Figure 14 A indicates that the requester has asked for something
much broader than his actual information need warrants; as, for example,

asking for everything on ornithology when the real need is for information

101 ancaster, op. cit., pp. 146-147.
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on migratory birds, Figure 14B depicts the other side of the problem,
that is, the request is much too specific with respect to the information
need., Figure 14C illustrates the case where there is a partial overlép
between the stated réquest and information need.

Development of a search strategy is the process of translating
the request elements into legal terms and bringing them into the desired
logical relationship by using Boolean operators like alternation, inter-
‘'section, and negation., It is possible to formulate a search strafegy so
precise (i.e.; highly exhaustive and highly specific) that it would al-
most certainly retrieve only relevant documents, if it retrieved any at
all, 1If the system restricts itself to such strategy formulations, it
could expect to operate at 1007 precision; but at a very low recall sucﬁ

as point B in Figure 15 below.ll

3
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Recall ratio, %

S8883388
!
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PRECISION-RECALL TRADEOFF
Figure 15

...
o o
|

The problem is to find out the optimum mix between precision and
recall so that instead of performing either at point B of Figure 15 as ex-

plained above, or at point A where recall is very high and precision is

111p44d., p. 75.
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very low, the system may perform somewhere in between wnere the relation-

ship between precision and recall is optimized for the system.

G. Conducting of Search

This is the procéss of matching ghe formulated search strategy
with the files and retrieving the doqument number (in most cases) whenever
there is a hit. The problem is twofold: 1) the mechanism of the search
itself, and 2) the management of the search process. The mechanism of
the search will dépend on therrganiéation of the files such as se-
quential, inverted, random,and so forth, Avmistake or change of pians
in this area may be very ekpensive. NASA Technology Transfer system
changed its mind and converted its files from inverted to sequential,
The process of conversign must have been expensive. Changes sometimes
become necessary because of advancement in technology. Now that remote
and random access capabilities are available, it may be desirable to
have inverted.files. The mechanism of the search will also depend on the
searchable medium that has been used to record the results of analysis.

The managemant of thz search process involves the problems associ-
ated with batch-processing, frequency of runs, queuiné, time-sharing,
input/output devices, and so forth., Decision making between alternatives

in this area is difficult and often tied up with the system design.

H{ Delivery of Results of Search
At this point the user becomes the recipient of the output agains;
his request or profile. This is an area of user system interaction. The
output is the result of system performance. So the system must make sure
that it gets necessary and sufficient feedback frem the user so that the

system may evaluate itself., It is important to obtain a critique from
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the s.c¢ on his relevance judgment so that we do not change or modify
‘ f
b2 gysiem for the wrong reasons,
The search result may be delivered in the form of document ci-
tation, the full document in the original or in some form of reproduc-

tion, or the user may bz provided with some surrogate*of the document

such as abstracts or extracts.
!

~If a full document is provided; there is no problem, at least
for the inférmation system, though the user may find himself inundated
by the output against his request. However, the user may be given some
surrogates of the retrieved décuments so that he ma& have an opportunity
of rgducing the volume of output to manageable proportions by performing

some relevance judgments on the basis of the surrogates.

This brings us into the problem of relevance predictability of
document surrogates. An evaluation'of.tﬂe ability of intermediate
response products (IRP's), functioning as cues to the information content
of full documents, to predict the relevance determination that would be
‘subsequently made on these documents by motivated users of information

Lo
retrieval systems, was made under controlled experimental conditions by
Kent.1? The hypothesis that there might‘be other intermediate response
products (selected extracts from the document, i.e., first paragraph, last
ééragraph, and the combination of first and last paragraph) that would be

as representative of the full document as the traditiomal IRP's (citation

and abstract) was tested systematically. The results showed that:

*Surrogdate 1is defined as anything that can represent a document
such as abstracts, summary, first paragraph, etc.

12511en Kent, et al.,"Relevance Predictability in Information Retrie-
val Systems,'" Method. Inform. Med., VI, No. 2(April, 1967)45-51.
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{1) There is no signiflcant difference among the-several IRP
treatment groups on the number of cue evaluations of rele-
vancy which match the subsequent user relevancy decision
on the documant;

(2) First and last paragfaph coﬁbinations have consistently
predicted relevancy to a higher degresz fhan the other
IRP's;

(3) Abstracts were undistinguishe2 as predictors; and

(4) The apparent high predictability rating for citations was
not substantive.

VThe desideratum here is to be abla to give tﬁe Qser that particular
surrogate mix of the output which would enable him :o.predict the rele-
vancy of the documents concerned with maximum probability of success.

We have now discussed the problems of the information system in
general. We now know its properties, characteristics, ana objectives.
So, at this point we may relate all this to a real-life, operational informa-
ﬁion system, eventually to find out how the design of a system affects
its perfortance and survival potential, The Medical Literature Analysis
and Retrieval System (MEDLARS) of the Natiomal Library of Medicine is
a large-scale, computer-based information system., It is an Operatiqnal
system, now entering its second phase, and has recently gone through an
evaluation study, revealing s;me important facts which have been heavily

rrgsed in this dissertation, From these facts it appears that the problems
faced by MEDLARS are generically peculiar to all information systems, and
this makes MEDLARS an ideal object system for our purpose. The next

chapter deals with MEDLARS.13

13411 factual data and the system flow chart of MEDLARS came from
Charles J. Austin, MEDLARS 1963-1967, (Bethesda: National Library of Medicine,
1969).
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VI. PROBLEM OF INFORMATION SYSTEM: MEDLARS

A, Background and History

The Library, now known as the National Library of Medicine (NLM),
initiated its program of bibliographic control of the medical literature
in 1879 with the publication of the first issue of Index Medicus, which
continued until 1927. Replaced from 1927 to 1956 by the Quarterly Cumu-
lative Index Medicus, published by the American Medical Association, In-
dex Medicus reappeared as an NIM publication in 1960, replacing the month-
ly Current List of Medical Literaturz,

Index Medicus was produced by a partially mechanized system known

~as the Listomatic System, from 1960 to 1963, which aided in the subsequent

development of MEDLARS in the following way:
(1) Provided much background data used in the design of MEDLARS;
(2) Offered a valuable nperating experieace on which to base
the system design; and

(3) Assisted in the data conversion task for MEDLARS.

The Listomatic Camera System worked effectively in the publication
of Index Medicus and related publications; however, it had very limited
information retrieval capability.

The rapidly growing size of Index Medicus and the limitations of
the Listomatic system caused the NIM to start planning a new and more
highly mechanized system, Ultimately a contract was awarded to the Gen-
eral Electric Company, Information Systems Operation, Bethesda, Maryland.
The conversion period ran from April to December 1963, Approximately
45,000 journal article citations from the 1963 Index Medicus were con-
verted to magnetic tape. Cut-over to the new system was accomplished in

January 1964, and it has been in operation continuously since that date,
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B. System Objectives
The major objectives for the MEDLARS system as stated by the NLM
Management in 196! are as follous:

(@) Impréve the quality of and enlarge (broaden the scope of) Index
Medicus and at the same time reduce the time required to prepare
the monthly edition for printing from 22 to 5 working days.

(2) Make possible the production of other compilations similar to
Inaex Medicus in form and content (but in more specific med-
ical subject areas agd hence smaller in size).

(1) Make possible,vforrrndex Medicus and other compilations, the

o inclusion bf.citations derived from other sources as well as

from journal articles. -

(4) Make pussibie the prompt (a maximum of two daysf and effici-
ent servicing of requests for special bibliographies, on
both a demand and a recurring basis, regularly searching up
to five years of stored computer files.

(5) 1Increase the average depth of indexing per artiecle (number of
descriptive subject terms per article) by a factor of five,
i.e., ten headings versus two,

(6) Nearly double the number of articles that may be ﬁandled

(indexed and entered into the computer) annually;-from

140,000 now to 250,000 in 1969.

() Rcdﬁce.the need for duplicative total literature screening
operations (at other libraries and information centers).

(8) Keep statistics and perform analyses of its own operations to
provide the informa:ion needed to monitor and improve system
effectiveness.

(9) Perwit “uture expansion to incorporate new and as yet not

completely defined--and hence secondarv--objectives,
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MEDLARS is not a newly developed system; it grew out of an ex-
isting system which was operating inadequately as we have seen. If we
study the major objectives laid out in 1961 for MEDLARS, we can easily
see that most of these objectives were conceived as éorrective measures
with some augmentation of the existing system. It may be interesting
to see how these objectives fit in the unit operations format as laid out
on pages 49-50. 1In this discussiop Index Medicus and the Recurring BiB-
liographies will be considered as search outputs,

Objective No. 1 relating to quality, scope and’spegd of Index»
Medicus publication may be considered as belong to the .Unit Operationms:
Acquisition, Conducting of Search, and Delivery of Results of Search.

Objective No. 2 belongs to Unit Operations: Conductiné of
Search (6), and Delivery of Results of Search (7) since it relates to
the production of special compilations. |

Objective No. 3 agéin involveé the Unit'Operation Acquisition

because it aims at the inclusion of citations derived from "other"

-

sources.

Objective No. & relates to prompt and efficient servicing of
requests, hence it should come undef the Unit Operations No. 6 and
7; that is, Conducting'of Search, and Delivery of Results of Search.

Objective No. 5 is concerned with depth of indexing and should

" go under the Unit Operations No. 1, Analysis and Wo. 2 Vocabulary ~
and Subject Heading Control.

Objective No. 6 involves three of the Unit Operations; namely,
Analysis (1), Vocabulary ard Subject Heading Control (2), and Recording
of Results of Analysis on a_searchable medium (3), because it intends
to nearly double the number of articles that may be indexed and entered

into the computer annually.
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Objective No. 7 intends to make MEDLARS good enough as a one-
stop information system-capable of reducing the need for duplicative
total literature screening operations at other libraries and informa-
tion centers. So this obviously relates to the unit operation--Ac-
quisition.

Objectives No. 8 and No, 9 relate to system evaluation, and
flexibility and growth. Kent did not consider these as unit operations,
It is not difficult, however, to consider R & D as an integral part of
each and every unit operation.

The following Table 2 shows the distribution of the ob-
jectives into Ehe unit operations., It is intereéting to note that
none of the objectives relates to the unit operatibns: Storage of
Records or Source Documents (4), and Question Analysis and Development
of Search Strateéy (5). Concentration of checks (x) would indicate the

main problem areas.

Objectives A*] 1121314151617
1 X x |Ix
2 x |x
3 X
4 x | x
5 X | x
6 nixlx
7 X
g } Do not apply

*A = Acquisition

DISTRIBUTION OF THE OBJECTIVES
INTO THE UNIT OPERATIONS

TABLE 2

68




C. Design Criteria

Some.of the major guiding principles on which the design of
MEDLARS was based are as follows:

First was a decision to continue to use human indexers for as-
signing subject descriptors to the literature for subsequent retrieval
and publication of references. (The state of the art of automatic in-
dgxing in 1961 was such that it was not considered feasible for MEDLARS.)
A second decision was to continue to use a controlled vocabulary for
indexing.

Another major decision was to index each article only once,
and use a single computerAinput record both for publication in Index
Medicus and for retrieval purposes.

Other important design criteria included:

(1) A decision to train search specialists for formulating re-
trieval requests for the computer, rather than ailow'cus—
tomers of the system to attempt to formulate their own
computer search statements.

(2). A decision to use serial magnetic tape files for storing
journal article citations, rather than random access de-
vices. (This was also a decision influenced by the 1951-
62 state of the art.) |

,(3) A decision to segment computer programs into self-cpntained
"modules" for ease of maintenance and system changes.

(4) A requirement that the system employ a "high-quality" output
device, superior to available computer printers for preparation

of copy for MEDLARS publications.

(5) A decision not to increase the amount of clerical work required

of the professional indexers by using clerical personnel for
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preparation of thé computerminﬁut record. 1t was decided
alsp to design the system so as to use the computer for
as ﬁuch coding and editing of the input data as possible.
We may now look into the question of how the design criteria es;
tablished for MEDLARS relate to its objectives.
The use !of human indexers and controlled vocabulary relate to
the objective tg 1ncr§ase the average depﬁh of iﬁde#ing '(No. 5). These
are tied up with the availability of technology. The decision to use a

single computer|input record for multiple use is going to help several

of the objectives such as compilations similar to Index Medicus (No. 2)

and efficient sérvicing of requests for special bibliographies (No. 4).
Formulation of search strategies by system personnel (criteriom 1)

is going to help realize the objective of efficient servicing of requests
i
from the users kNo. 4). The decision to use serial files rather than

|

random access devices (criterion 2) is contingent upon the availability

(

of technology and compatible with non-remote access environment (relates
|
|

|
to No. 4 since it concerns file access).

|
The des&gn criterion 3 regarding modular approach relates to

the objective of future expansion and incorporation of new objectives (9).
t

The reJuirement of a "high-quality" output device (criterion 4)
is related to the rapid ﬁgblicagion.of Index Medicus and other compilations
(1). 1t is inﬁeresting to note that the system did not want to restrict
itself on this!count by the available technology. .

The cr{terion of using clerical personnel for prepafation of the

| .

computer input{record, and using the computer for as much coding and
editing of theiinput data as possible (criterion.S), relates to the ob-

jectives of doubling the number of articles that may be indexed and

entered into the computer annually (6).
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The following Table 3 relates the objectives with the Design

Criteria:

TABLE 3
OBJECTIVES/DESIGN CRITERIA RELATIONSHIP
Objectives
Design '
Criteria 11213141516 |7 |8 |9
Use of Human Indexers X
Single Input Record X x
1 ' X
2 X
3 X
4 X
5 X

D. System Description
The products of MEDLARS can be divided into two major categor-
jes: 1) bibliographic publications designed for use by a large group of
people working in related fields; and 2) individual demand searches of
the literature taillored to the stated requirements of an individual or
small group of people working on the same projecg. Demand searches con-
sidered to be of broader interest to people othef than the person origi-

nating the search request are reprinted as "Literature Searches" and

copies are sent to anyone upon request, In addition to publications and

demand searches, MEDLARS also produces internal reports to be used by
operating and management pers~nnel. The data flow through MEDLARS is
represented in the flow chart in Figure 16. - .

MEDLARS can be functionally divided into three major parts:

(1) Input Subsystem

(2) Retrieval Subsystem

(3) Publication Subsystem

The Input Subsystem is a man—machine‘interface where the intel-

lectual work of the literature analyst is combined with the processing
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and storage capabilities of the computer,

The Retrieval Subsystem handles the requests for demand bibli-
ographies, Search_spec?alists férmulate the request into a list of
search parameters linked in logical fashion. The formulated search re-
quests are punched into cards and batched for daily computer processing.
The search and retrieval programs match a batch of search questions
against every record in the Compressed Citation File. Citations retrieved
are printed in any one of a variety of output formats by means of print
programs,

The Publication Subsystem is concerned with the preparation of
periodic inde :es to current biomedical literature. In accordance with
a pﬁblication schedule, search specificatiog cards are entered into the
computer for bibliographies to be compiled. The search and retfieval.
programs retrieve the appropriate citations from the Compressed Ci-
tation File. The Photon 900 computer phototypesetter--Grace--is usedl

in the process of printing the final publication.

E. MEDLARS Evaluation

In January 1966, the National Library of Medicine embarked upon
the detailed planning of a test program to evaluate the performance of
MEDILARS. In December 1965, Mr. F. W. Lancaster was recruited by the
Library to fill the new position of Information Systems Evaluator so
that the evaluation could be condﬁctedrin a completeiy‘imﬁér£iai mégnef
by some one wno had in no way been concerned with either the design or op-
eration of the MEDLARS system. 1In addition, a MEDLARS Evaluation Ad-
visory Committee was formed to review the design and execution of the
test program, and the analysis and presentation of the test results.

Cyril W. Cleverdon, Librarian, College of Aeronautics, Cranfield,
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England, served as a special consultant to the Library on the Evalu-
ation Project,

The Evaluation ?toject studied the performance of MEDLARS in re-
.lation to 300 actual requests made to the system in 1966 and 1967. This
is the first large-scale evaluation of a major operating information
system, Dr, Martin M. Cummings, Director of the National Library.of
Medicine, emphasized that to remain responsive to the demands of its
users, a large scientific or technical information system must examine
itself critically, and hoped that a major benefit of this investigation
will be the establishment of a program for the continuous quality control

of MEDLARS products and services.1

F. Objectives of the Test Program2
The principal objectives of the test program may be summarized
as follows:

(1) To stud? the demand séarch requireménts of MEDLARS users.

(2) To determine how effectively and efficiently thebpresent
MEDLARS service is meeting these requiremsnts.

(3). To recognize factors adversely affecting the performance of
MEDLARS. |

(4) To disclose ways in which the requirements of MEDLARS users
may be satisfied more efficiently and/or more economically.

In particular, to suggest means whereby new generations of

1F. Wilfrid Lancaster, Evaluation of the MEDLARS Demand Search
Service (Washington, D. C.:.U. S. Department of Heaith, Education, and
Welfare, Jan. 1968), Preface, p. iii.

21b1d., pp. 8-10.
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equipment and programs may be used most effectively in

in satisfaction of demand search requirements.

In a&dition, the test was expected to produce further valuable
benefits:
| (5) On the basis of test results, and analyses of failures,
it would aid in establishing mnethods that could be used
to implement a continuous "quality control" program for
the MEDLARS operation.

(6) . The test would provide a corpus (of documants, requests,
indeging, search formulationé, and "relevance" assess-
ments) that could be used for further tests and experi-
mentation.

(7) It would identify specialized areas that might require

further experimentation and evaluation.

G. Test Requirements

It is assumed that the prime requirements of demand search

users relate to the following fagtors:

(1) The coverage of MEDLARS (i.e., the proportion of the useful
literature on a particﬁlar topic, wifhin thé time limi;s
imposed, that is indexed into the system).

(2) 1Its recall powar (i.e., its ability to retrieve "relevant"
documents, which, within the context of this'evaluation,
means documents of value in relation to an information
need that prompted a request to MEDLARS).

(3) 1Its precision power (i.e., its ability to hold back "non-

relevant'" documants).
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(5)
(6)

The response time of the system (i.e., the time elapsing

between receipt of a request at a MEDLARS center and
delivery to the user of a printed bibliography).

The format in which search results are presented.

The amount of effort the user must personally expend in

order to achieve a satisfactory response from the system.

It follows, therefore, that the test had to establish user re-

quirements and tolerances in relation to these various factors,

In particular, the test was designed to answer certain specific

questions relating to the operating efficiency of the MEDLARS demand

search service., These questions are enumerated below:

(1)

(2) .

€))]

Overall performance

a. What is the overall performance levellof MEDLARS in
relation to user requirements? Are there significant
differences for various types of requesté and in vari-
ous broad subject areas?

Coverage and processing

a. How sound are present policies regarding indexing

coverage?

b. Is the delay between the receipt of a journal and
its appearance in the indexing system significantly
affecting parformance? |

Indexing

a. Are there significant variations in inter-indexer per-

formance?

b. How far is this related to experience in indexing and
to degree of "revising?"

c. Do the indexers recognize the spzcific concepts that
are of interest to various user groups?
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d. What is the effect of present policies relating to
"exhaustivity of indexing? 1In particﬁlar, is there a
signif?cant difference between retrieval performance
for articles from "depth—indexgd" and "non-&epth-
indexed" journals? What wou'u be the effect of
searching on only Index Medicus hgadings?
(4) Index language

a, Are the terms sufficiently specific? - ’ !

b. Are variations in specificity of terms in different

areas significantly affecting performance?

¢. Are pre-coordinate* type terms and subheadings, which
have been included to meet the requirements of Index : :
Medicus, hindering the efficiency of retrieval by
MEDLARS?

d. Is the need'for additional precision devices, such as
weighting, role indicators, or a form of interlocking,
indicated? ' ’

e. 1Is the quality of term association in MeSH satisfactory?

f. 1Is the present "entry vocabulary" adequate?
(5) Searching
a. What are the requirements of the users regarding recall
and'precision?
*Pre-coordinacte system: .System in which class relationships are
expressed once and for all, by the labels used to define classes in the
indexing operation is called pre-coordinate system, e.g., Labor Economics.
3Lancaster, Information Retrieval Systems, pp. 33-34,
77
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b. Can search strategies be devised to‘meet requirements
for high recall or high precision?

c. How affectively can NLM'searchers screen output? What
effect does screening have on recall and precision
figureg?

d. What are the ist promising modes of user/system inter-
action?

1) Having more liaison with information staff at the
local level?rr

2) Having more liaison directly with MEDLARS search
analysts?

3) Certain alternative modes of interaction (e.g.,
user examination of proposed search sﬁrategy, or
‘iterative search) not presently used in the MEﬁLARS
operation?

e. What is the effect on response tiﬁe of these various
modes of interaction?

f. Are there significant differences in performance be-
tween the various MEDLARS centers?

(6) Input and computer processing
a. Do input and data processing procedures, including

various clerical functions, result in a significant

number of search failures?
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© VII. ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS OF THE TEST PROGRAM

We have now studied MEDLARS and reiated its system objectives to
the Unit Operations. Wé have also noted the objectives of the Test Pro-
gram, Now we are ready for the analysis of the results of the Test Pro-
gram, It 1is not feasible or necessary, for our purpose, however; to
study the Lancaster EValuétionw{Hméii'itswéSpeéts; “gb wé have concen-
trated our attention to one of the functions--the subject indexing
fun;tion. We are repeating the table of unit operations here to facili-
tate reference:

(1) Analysis, involving perusal of the record and theAselection
of points of view (or analytics) that are considered to be
of sufficient probable importance to warrant the effort of
rendering them searchable in the system.

(2) Vocabulary and subject heading control, inQolving establish-
ment of some arbitrary relationships among analytics in the
system. These arbitrary relationships are usually de-
pendent on similarities among analytics as revealed in
dict;pnary definitions for the words used to express the
anal Qics.

(3) Recoziing of results of analysis on a searchable medium,

invol

on which the analytics are transcribed.

ing the use of a card, tape, film, or other medium,

(4) Storage of records, or source documents, involving the
physical placement of the record in some location, either
in its original form, orltranscribed or copied (in full or
reduced size) onto a new medium.

; (5) Question analysis and development of search strategy, in-

volving the expression of a question or a problem, the
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selection of analytics based on analysis of the question,
the expression of these analytics in terms of a particular
search mechanism, and their arrangement into a configur-
ation that represents a probable link between the question
as expressed §nd the records on file as analyzed.
(6) Conducting of search, involving the manipulation or éperation
of the search mechanism in order to identify records from
thé file.
(7) Delivery of results of search, involving the physical re-
moval or copying of a record from file in order to provide
it in response to a request.
The subject indexing function of MEDLARS relating to the Qnit operations
of analysis, vocabulary control, and search strategy formulation has beenl
selected for intensive analysis and application of the design method-
ology because proper operation of this function is probably the most
important single factor governing the performance of an information
retrieval system. As Lancéster has pointed out in his MEDLARS Evalua-
tion, on which the following discussion is based, "Poor searching strate-
gies, énd inadequate or inconsistent indexing, can mar the performance
of a system, but indexing and searching, however good, cannot compensate
for an inadequate index iénguage. In other words indexers and searchers
can perform only as well as the index language allows."1
Anlanalysis of the reasons for the MEDLARS demand search failures
shows that almost all of the failures can be attributed to some aspect of

indexing, searching, the index language (i.e., MeSH and its auxiliaries),

1Lancaster, Evaluation of the MEDLARS Demand Search Service, p. 80.
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computer processing, or the area of interaction between the requester

and the system. The Lancaster study isolated a single "most critical"

cause for any one failure, wherever possible,

The principal objectives of the Lancaster Evaluation study, so

far as indexing is concerned, are to answer the following questions.

(3)

(4)

(1)
(2)

RE)

%)

A, Indexing

Are there significant variations in inter-indexer performance?

.How far is this related to experience in indexing, and to

degree of '"revising"
Do the indexers recognize the specific concepts that are of

interest to various user groups?

What is the effect of present policies relating to ex-

haustivity of indexing? Ian particular, is there a sig-
nificant difference between retrieval performance for
articles from "depth-indexed" and "non-depth;indexed"
journals? What would be the effect of searching on

only Index Medicus headings?

B. 1Index Language

Are the terms sufficiently specific?

Are variations in specificity of terms in different areas . . _

significantly affecting performance?

Are pre-coordinate type terms and shbh;adings, which have

been included to meet the requirements of Index Medicus,
hindering the efficiency of retrieval by MEDLARS?

Is the need for additional precision devices, such as weighting,

role indicators, or a form of interlocking, indicated?
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(5) Is the quality of term association in MeSH satisfactory? /

(6) 1Is the present "entry vocabulary" adequate?

C. Exhaustivity, Specificity, and Entry Vocabulary
(Unit operation 2)

‘In the analyses ;f failures three terms, namely, exhaustivity,
specificity, and entry/roabulary, have been used with special'meaning.
By exhaustivity of inéexing is meant the extent to waich the potentialiy
indexable items of subject matter contained in a document are in fact
recognized‘in the "conceptual analysis' stage of indexing and'trapslated_
into the language of the system. A high levei of exhaustivity of indexing
will tend to result in a high recall perfo;mance for a retrieval system,
but also in a low precision performance. Conversely, a low level of ex-
haustivity of indexing (i.e., inclusion of "most important" concepts
oniy) will tend to produce a high precision, low’recali performance. Ex-
haustivity of indexing is largely controlled by a policy decision of
system management. Failﬁre to retrieve a relevant document due to the

_fact thét a particular concept was not indexed is called a rgcall failure,
and the retrieval of an unwanted documené}because éf inclusion of minor
importance concepts in indexing is called a precisionkfailure due to
exhaustivity qf indexing.

Specificity of indexing refers to the generic level at which a
parﬁicdlar item of subject matter is recognized in indexing. For ex-
ample, the topic "tetrodotoxin" could be expressed specifically by a
single term TETRODOTOXIN, or a decision could be made to express this
subject precisely by the joint use of two terms, TOXINS and PUFFER FISH,
and recording this decision in the MEDLARS entry vocabulary as: Tetro-

dotoxin index under TOXINS and PUFFER FISH. From the point of view of
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recall, it matters little whether a class is uniquely defined or subsummed
under some larger class, as long as the decision taken is recorded in
the entry vocabulary.

The foliowing Tables 4 and 5 show that the indexing subsystem
contributed to 37% of the recall failures, and was in fact the largest
contributor to this group of failures, but to only 137 of the precision

failures.?

D. Types of Indexing Failures
(Unit operation 2)

There have been two distinct types of indexing failure:

(1) Those due to indexer errors; and

(2) Those due to a policy decision governing the number of

.terms assigned to an article (i.e., the policy regarding
exhaustivity of indexing).

Indexer errors are themselves of two types: 1) omission of a
term or terms necéssary to describe an important topic discussed in an
article, and 2) use of a term that appears inappropriate to the subject
matter of the article. Omission will normally lead to récall failures,
while use of an inappropriate term can cause either a precision failure
(the searcher uses this term in a strategy and retrieves an irrelevant
item) or a recall failure (the searcher uses the correct terms and a

.wanted document is missed because labeled with an incorrect term)., The
reason for the use of inappropriate terms appears to be the general
misuse of a particular term at some point in time, Lancaster gives the

example, RADIOISOTOPE SCANNING which has been used indiscriminately

21bid., p. 49.
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TABLE 4

REASONS FOR 797 RECALL FAILURES

(302 searches were examined; and in 238 of these recall failures are
known to have occurred). '

Source of Failure Number of Percentage Number of  Percentage
: Missed of Total Searches of the 238
Articles Recall + Involved Searches
Involved Failures Involved
Involved

Index Language

Lack of appropriate
specific terms . 81 10.2% 29 12.2%

Indexing

Insufficiently
specific 46 - 5.8% 31 : 13.0%

Insufficiently .
exhaustive 162 20.3% - 100 : 42.0%

Exhaustive index-
ing (searches invol-

ving negations) 5 0.€% 4 - 1.7%
Indexer omitted p
impcrtant concept 78 9.8% 61 25.6%
Indexer used
inappropriate
term 1 0.97% I‘ _z 2.9%
i

TOTAL FAILURES :

ATTRIBUTED TO )

INDEXING 298 37.4% 203 85.3%
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TABLE 5

REASONS FOR 3038 PRECISION FAILURES

(302 searches were examined, and in 278 of these precision failures
are known to have occurred).

Source of Failure Number of Percentage Number of Percentage
Unwanted of Total Searches of the 278
Articles Precision Involved Searches
Involved Failures Involved

Index Language

: Lack of approp-
riate specific ’
terms 534 17.6% 58 , 20.9%

False coordi-
nations . 344 11.3% 108 38.8%
Incorrect term
relationships 207 6.8% 84 30.2%
Defect in hier- i
archical structure 9 0.3% 2 1.8%
] TOTAL FATLURES ATTRI-
. BUTED TO INDEX LANG- ,
: UAGE 1094 36.0% 255 91.7%
g ;
% Indexing
; Exhaustive indexing 350 11.5% 137 49.3%
; Insufficiertly exhaus- ‘
tive (searches invol-
ving negations) 5 0.2% 2 - 0.7%
. Indexer omitted impor-
tant concept (search S e T
involving negations) 1 0.03% 1 0.4%
Insufficiently
specific 1 0.037% 1 0.4%
; Indexer used inapprop-
) ‘ riate term 36 1.2% 26 9.4%
) TOTAL FAILURES ATTRI-
! BUTED TO INDEXING 393 12.9% 167 60. 17
i ————
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for any radioisotope monitoring operation, whether or not scanning

was involved.3

YA significant number of . . . cases of indexer omissions can

et bt e A s B e e o Rt
e iy i

be attributed to the fact that no MeSH term exists for the missed

notion, and there is nothing in the entry vocabulary to say how the

topic is to be iqdexed. As a fesult, the indexer either omits the

topic entirely or indexes it much too generélly." Lancastef gives an
example of a major value article to a question, unretrieved, dealing

wigh flavin photodeiodination of thyroxine. "There is no MeSH term for
'photodeiodination,' or indeed for 'deiodination,' and there is nothing -

in the entry vocabulary to say how this concept is to be indexed. Con-

sequently, the notion was completely ignored in indexing, although it

might reasonably have been translated into IODINE."4

In the operation of any retrieval system, there will be.recall
faflures caused by indexing that is not sufficiently exhaustive, ana
there will be precision failures due primarily to the fact that exhaus-
tive indexing has brought out documents on topics for whichtghey contain
very little information. 1In MEDLARS this phenomenon gets éampounded -~

because of "depth” and "non-depth" treatment of journals.

Twenty percent of the recall failures are attributed t6 lack of
exhaustivity of indexing, while 11.57% of the preéision failures are
qaused largely by exhaustive indexing. Since September 1964, the
complete list ofmjgggééigfiﬁéééea hészEéEﬁEiGEEEa“ihéa'fﬁa'béftsf"“*~““~f——»—~— —

"depth” and "non-depth." Articles from "depth"” journals (about one

31bid.

41bid., p. 51.
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third of all the 2400 journals regularl& indeied) are bresently indexed
at an average of about ten index terms per article, while the non-depth
articles are indexed at an average of slightly less than four terms
per article. ' |

Some of the terms assigned to both depth and non—dépth articles
are chosen to be the headings under which entries for the articles
will appear in Index Medicus. Only the terms representing the most
important topics discussed in an article are chosen as "print" or
IM (Index Medicus) terms. Thus, the "print' terms can function as

weighted index terms.

E. Little Use of "Weighting"
(Unit operation 5 and 6)

"The.author was surprised to discover, throughout the search
analysés, that very little use was made of 'weighting' as a retrieval
deévice, although MEDLARS has a built-in tetm weighting system in the
distinction between priﬁt and non-princ terms., In less than 37 of
- all the test searches was use made of 'print'! terms to improve the pre-
cision of a search'.’5 By weighting index terms, mich of the irrelevant
material‘frought out by exhaustive indexing coulﬁ be screened out,

In MEDtARS, lack of specificity and lack of exhaustivity of
indexing are both closely related tovpolicy regarding indexing depth
(i.e., the average number of terms assigned). Articles from non-depth
journals tend to be indexed in general terms. For example, a searchron
spina bifida and anencephalus failed to retrieve a number of non-depth

articles because they were indexed more generally under ABNORMALITIES.

Ibid., p. T4.
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In depth indexing, the specific malformations would have been
Iindexed.
The artificial'separation of all MEDLARS journals into depth
and non-depth appears, from the detailed search analyses, to lead to
indexing anomalies that can cause both recall and precision failures,
Although many of ghe articles froﬁ non-depth journals seem somewhat
superficial and reﬁetitive, others are very substantial papers which,
because of a general policy decision, are indexed completely inade-
quately. On the other hand, half-column letters in Lancet are some-
_ times assigned 15-20 terms, énd are thus retrieved in searches to which
they contribute little or nothing. A policy of trea:ing each article
on its own merit, whatever journal it comes from, should reducé sucﬁ
seeming anomalies.
The inéexing policy with regard to review articles appears to
be particularly suspect. Review articles are indexed "non~depth" on
the grounds that the material reviewed 'was probably indexed in depth in
the ofiginal." This is hard to justify on a number of grounds:
(1) Some of the "reviewed" literature predates MEDLARS;
(2) A good reviewer may present data in new relationships
not revealed by the original articles; and

(3) A review article may contain one of the most substantial
discussions anywhere in existance on a comparatively rare
subject,

'Frém the point of view of machine tetrieval, the policy of
indexing non-depth articles in general terms is indefensible. To quote

but oné¢ example, in the analysis of a search, an article from a

61bid., p. 59.
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non-depth journal (Poultry Science) entitled 'Role ogjstregtococcus
faecalis in the antibiotic growth effect in chickens' was examined.
Found by manual search, but missed by MEDLARS, it was indexed only
under EXPERIMENTAL LAB STUDY, INTESTINAL MICROORGANISMS and POULTRY.

Use of the general term INTESTINAL MICROORGANISM for the
‘épecific organism implicated is inexcusable. On the basis of this in-
,éexing, one could not feasonably expect thé afticle to be retrieved in
response to a request on "streptococcus faecalis in poultry" or one
on "effect of penicillin on streptococcus faecalis" or even one on
"antibiotic growth effect in poultry" 'to all of which specific topics
it is highly relevant. In fact, on the basis of the indexing, one could
only reasonably expect to retfieye it in a search «n intestinal micro-
organisms of poultry, to which general subject it is indeed a slight
contribution.

It is always a mistake go index specific topics uﬁder general
terms. In the above example, use of the term STREPTOCOCCUS FAECALIS would
allow retrieval of this item in response to a request involving this pre-
cise organism. On the other hand, the article could still be retrieved
in a more general ;;arch relating to intestinal microorganisms, because
the searcher is able to "explode'" on all bacteria terms. The article
could have been indexed very adequately under five terms: POULTRY, PEN-~

ICILLIN, STREPTOCOCCUS FAECALIS, GROWTH, and EXPERIMENTAL LAB STUDY. As

presently indexed, it is difficult to visualize a single retrospective

search in which it would be retrieved and judged of major value. 1Im

other words, this citation and others indexed in sucu general terms are

7

merely occupying space on the citation file. "The present divisien

71bid., pp. 60-62.
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of journals into 'depth' and 'non-depth' has led to indexing anomalies

and to the situation in which non-depth articles occupy 45% of the‘file
but account for only 25? of the retrievals; some of the non-depth articles
are never likely to be retrieved and judged of value because they are

{ndexed much too generally."8

F. Terms Omitted or Changed
(Unit operation 2)

It is difficult to evaluate the coméonents of the overall input
subsystem in MEDLARS. There appéars to ge no guarantee that the terms
‘on the citation file are actually the terms assigned by the indexers.
Some terms, for example, could be omitted or changed in tﬁe computer
input (flexowriter) operations; others couid be lost through imperfect
file maintenance procedures, On the basis of a test, Lancaster has
been forced to conclude that perhaps 25% of the failures ;ttributed to
~indexer omisszions iﬁ fact occurred later than the indexing stage. One
of the test cases shows that a term (PARATHYROID GLANDS) was included
on the indexer data sheet and was also included on the flexow;iter
proof copy. The term also appeared with the citation in the December
1966 issue of Index Medicus. "The fact that a citation printout now re-
.veals that this térm (PARATHYROID GLANDS) is no longer carrisd among the
tenance procedures."9

81bid., p. 199.

91bid., p. 62.
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G. Entry Vocabulary Should Tell| Where to Look
(Unit operation 2)

It has Been said before that the qualdty of index language is
probably the most important single factor governing the performance of
a retrieval system. To return éo the earlie; discussion on the matter
of the entry vocabulary, even though the class '"tetrodotoxin" is not
uniquely defined, it must be included in the [ntry vocabulary as a
reference:

Tetrodotoxin use ANIMAL TOXINS and FISH
It would be done ?o:

(1) IJdiéégéwtﬁat‘dbcuments on this specific topic have been

C : .
i\L&t to the system;
(2) Ensure tﬁat all indexers use the samé term combination fo
enter into the system articles on this 'precise topic; and

(3) Ensure that searchers use the right tg;m combination to

retrieve relevant literature on this topic.

Thus, although the class "tetrodotoxin" is not uniquely defined,

i

literature on this precise topic will still be retrieved because the
entry vocabulary tells precisely where to look. In this case, lack of
specificity in the vocabulary will not cause recall failures. It is

[
true articles dn tetrodotoxin alone cannot be retrieved and this will
[ B : .

mean'precision failures in a search on tetrodotoxin. In other words,
if a partiéular class of documents is not uniquely defined, but indicated
in the entry vocabulary how the class has been subsumed, there will be
precision failures due to lack of specificity in the vocabulary, but no

L

recall failures will be attributable to the cause. However, if the notion

is omitted even from the entry vocabulary, w2/will get both recall and

precision failures.

|
i
}
91 |
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H. Weakness of the Indexing Language
(Unit operation 2)

To use the MEDLARS indexing language, "Acute Cecitis" must be
translated into either CECAL DISEASES, or CECUM and INFLAM&ATION. These
retrieved 121 citations, of which but a handful were relevant, and achieved
only 33.3% recall.10 This 1is only an exampie illustrating the overall
index language deficiencies in MEDLARS.

The system is particularly wea# in some areas, The behavioral
sciences is an example., In the area of "technies," 27.67% of all the
searches are affected by lack of specificity. A quarter of the PHY-
SICS/BIOLOGY searches ére affected by lack of specificity in the vocab-
ulary (it is difficult to distinguisﬂ varioﬁs tyﬁés of radiation; e.g.,
. ionizing from ﬁon—ionizing). '

| On the wnole the search analyses by Lancaster have shown the
MEDLARS vocabulary to be unexpectedly weak in the clinical aréa. Not
only does it fail to express precisely a significant proportion of the
pathological conditions occurring in requests, some of which are not
particularly obscure (e.g., perforation of the gall bladder), but it is
also deficient in its ability to express various characteristics of a
disease. For example, the extent of pathological involvement cannot be

indicated. Nor can we readily distinguish: acute from chronic; versions

of a disease according to etiology (e.g., bacterial from non-bacterial
asthma); symptomatic from asymptomatic; co-existent, unrelated conditionms
from true sequelae; or the situation of one disease "masquerading" as

another. Again from the search analyses, the vocabulary appears weak

"101454., p. 85.
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in.areas that impinge upon medicine.11 ‘Introduction of subheadings,
in 1966, markedly increased the specificity of the vocabulary., It is
now possible to express various notions (e.g., "epidemiology" and
"etiology") which were not adequately covered in the vocabulary before
the subheadings were introduced. Neverthele;s, it is difficult to

understand why the subheadings were dropped in the first place.

I. Lancastgr's General Observations on the
MEDLARS Index Language

(1) There are certain types of requests being made of MEDLARS
which are attempted, but with which the vocébuiary”is'éompletély unable

to cope, such as osteomyelitis of unknown etiologzy.

(2) Even with tree structures, the vocabulary is not as help-
ful as it could be to indexers and searchers. It is difficult sometimes
to think of all terms that are possibly related to a réquest. Further
relationship;, built into the hierarchical displays, could be of great .
assistance to the searcher, and might well help to reduce those recall
failures attributed to thé searcher not covering all reasonable ap-
proaches to retrieval.

(3) Methods presently used to uédate the MEDLARS vogabulary
are not optimally responsive to the requirements of the demand search -

function. Heavy reliance is placed on committees of subject specialists \

_t~ review terminology in particular areas, . The _use of such committees . .. . . |
tends, of course, to ensure that MeSH reflects current medical terminology.
This may be highly desirable for the published bibliography, Index Medicus,

but is not necessarily the principal requirement for vocabulary development

111pid., p. 87
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in a retrospective search system based on the coordination of verms at

7/
the time of searching.

J. No Routine Procedures to Correct Vocabulary Inadequacies
' (Unit operation 2)

A vocabulary tends to be most responsive when it has a high

degree of literary warrant. In other words, the most valuable raw

materials for vocabulary development are incoming articles and, crucial,
requests being made to the system. Yet these ave the very materials that

appear most neglected in the development of the MEDLARS index language.

Within the evaluation program, requests have been systematically anal-

yzed from the point of view of the capability of the vocabulary to cope

with them, but this is not done as part of the regular operations of the

system (unit operation 5). Although a form (Request for Medical Sub-
ject-Heading Change) is available to record suggestions of indexers and
searchers, very little use appears to be made of this. In other words;
there are no routine, established procedures whereby indexers and search-

ers are required to notify the MeSH group whenever they discover either

1) an article on a topic that cannot adequately be.covered in indexing,
or, 2) a search which camnot be conducted, or can be conducted very
imperfectly, because of vocabulary inadequacies. Consequently, no
adequate entry vocabulary has been develdped.,

Indexing omissions are caused by the fact that no appropriate
terms are available and indexing inconsistencies also occur. This leads
to the failure of certain searches that should be well within the
capabilities of the system. Moreover, since searchers do not automati-

cally inform the MeSH group of such topics, upon which they find it
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difficult to conduct an adequate search, these problems are perpetuated
in the system.

(1) Although stheadings were apparently introduced primarily
to facilitate effective use of the published bibliographies, these sub-
headings, as the analyses have shown, are of great potential value in
reducing precision fallures due to fal;e coordinations and incorrect
term relationships. The subheadings also afford an economical means of
substantially increasing the specificity of the index language. The
availability of free (not pre—coordinated)spbheadings adds greatly to
the specificity potentiél of the vocabulary, does not increaée the size
of MeSH and, by linking notions together in indexing, precludes the
false coordinations that occur, for example, when the terms BLOOD PRE-
SERVATION and PLASMA are coordinated in an attempt to express "plasma
preservafion."

(2) Extensive vocabulary changes tend to.have a drastic ef-
fect on the economics of the search process. It is time-consuming to
establish that to conduct a comprehensive search on the epidehiology of
a particular disease, a certain set of terms must be used for the 1964
material, others for 1965, and add subheadings for the 1966 and subse-
quent material. A possible solution worth investigating ié the use of
automatic term substitution by the computer. For example, in coﬁductiﬁg
a search on "circadian rhythms" the computer brogram could cause the
substitution of the term PERIODICITY for '"circadian rhythm" to retrieve

articles prior to the introduction of the specific CIRCADIAN RHYTHM.

K. Functions Compartmentalized
Lancaster feels that some of the problems relating to indexing

(unit operations 1 and 2), searching (unit operacion 6), and index
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language (unit operation 2), stem from the fact that these functions tend

to be compartmentalized at NLM -

The Index Section, the Search Section, and the MeSH Group, al-

‘though they may meet periodically to discuss various problems, are

self-contained units that appear to operate largely independently. The
prime gpal of indexing is, presumably, to describe documents in such a
way that they may later be retrieved in response to requests for whicﬁ
they are likely to contain relevant data. However, the great majority
of the findexers do not prepare séarching strategies, and no mechanism

exists Fo keep the indexers informed on the types of requests being put -

to the retrospective search system. Likewise, the analyses have shown

that searchers are nét fully aware of indexing protocols. A search on

"prematLre rupture of the fetal membranes" was conducted on RUPIURE and

RUPTURE, SPONTANEOUS, whereas most of the relevant literature is

indexed‘underi

FETAL MEMBRANES and LA30R CQMPLICATiONS
or

PREGNANCY COMPLICATIONS

and the indexers claim that the "rupture'" terms are inappropriate to this.

search since they refer to traumatic rupture, whereas "premature rupture"

l

is a normal physiological process. Again, indexers appear to be using
the teJm ABNORMALITIES for "process," but the analyst who prepared the
formulgtlon for a search does not seem to know this. leewise, kidney

and kidney disease terms were coordinated with DIABETES INSIPIDUS to

"nephrogenic diabetes,"” but it has not been the indexing policy

express
|

to use kidney terms in this case.
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L. Lack of Cooperation Between Indexing and Searching
(Unit operations 1, 2, and 6)

From the observations of Lancaster, during the conduct of the

test, it appears that the relationship between indexing and searching

is not one of full cooperation towards a mutual goal. The indexers
claim that searchers are ''mot using the correct terms"; the counter-claim
of searchers is that they must "“compensate for indexing inadequacies."

The further separation of Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) from both the

indexing and the searéhing functions, which has resulted in the failure
to base vécabularf development on inputs from indexers and searchers, is
felt to be no more healthy than the divorce of indexing and searching.12
The tendency towards compartmentalization of indexing, searching
and MeSH development‘has been noted before. This is evident in the
following: request analysis and search failure analysis have not been
major inputs to MEDLARS vocabulary'control; the entry vocabulary, wnich
should be an integral part of the MEDLARS index language and an es-
sential tool of both indexers and searchers, has been neglected; searchgrs _
are not completely aware of indexing policies and conventions; the aver-
age indexer has little idea, as far as the demand search function is con-
cerned, of what he is indexing for, i.e., the types of requests that

are made of the system. Lancaster recommends a close integration be-

tween the functions of indexing, searching, and vocabulary control.!3

121pid., p. 99.

131pid., p. 200.
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_ M. Conclusions of Lancaster Study

"A single evaluation study, however compfehensive, cannot be
expacted to discover more than a very small fraction of the specific
;nadequacies of the system . . . Such specific inadequacies can oqu

be discovered through continuous monitoring of the MEDLARS operations.

n/It ig/ . « « recommended that the library, having concluded

a large-scale study of the MEDLARS performance, should now investigate

o wmmmmo———-the -feasibility of implementing procedures for the 'continuous quality

-

control' of MEDLARS operation . . . It 137 recognized that continuous
quality.control is likely to be much more difficult to implement than a
one-time evaluation. Nevertheless . . it s fglE] that continuous
system monitoring is ultimately essential to the success of any large

retrieval system."14

141bid., p. 201.
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VIII. FACTORS AFFECTING MEDLARS PERFORMANCE

In the foregoing study of the Lancaster Evaluation, we have
restricted ourselves in the area of the Subject Indexing Function of
MEDLARS, rélating to the unit operations of analysis, vocabulary con-
trol, and search strategy formulation, because this is the function which
has been selected for tliz purpose of this dissertation. K The causes for
this function's component failures or inadequate performaﬂce as identi-
filed by Lancaster have been brought into relief. |

However, it is important to look into Lancaster's enumeration
of the factors tﬁat adverégly affected the ovérall pefformance of MED-
LARS.1 The test results.have shown that the system is operating, on the
average, at about 587 recall and SOi precision. On the average, it re-
trieves about 65% of the major value literature in its base'ﬁt 507 pre-
cision. By extrapolation from tests, Lancaster Eypothesizes a generalized
MEDLARS performance curve as shown in Figure 17.2 |

The fact that, on the average, MEDLARS is operating at 587 recall
and 507 precision indicates that, consciously oriﬁnconsciously, the MEDLARS
searchers choose to operate in this general»area;. It would be possible
for MEDLARS to operate at a different performance point on the recall/
precision curve of Figure.17 . The searchers were on their own in making
this choice. "In actual fact," Lancaster says, "we know very little
about the recall and precision requirements and tolerances of MEDLARS
users., This has been a mﬁéh negiécﬁed factor iﬁ fﬁé desiéﬂrofrail iﬁ-

w3

formation retrieval systems. Recall needs and precisibn tolerance will

l1bid., pp. 185-202.

21bid., p. 187
31bid., p. 188
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vary considerably from requester to requester, depending upon the pur-
pose of the request, and consequently the system should be able to reacf
to each individual request accordingly._ It is important, therefore, that
the MEDLARS demaﬁd search request form be so designed that it establishes
for each request the recall requirements and precision tolerances of

the requester, thus allowing the searcher to prepare a strategy geared as
required to high recall, high precision, cr some compromise point in

between.

A. User-System Interaction
The gfeatest potential for imprévement in MEDLARS exists at
the Interface between the user and the system. Twenty-five per cent
of the MEDLARS reéall failures and 16.67% of the precision failures are
attributed, at leaét in part, to defective interaction. It is obvious-
ly crucial to the success of a MEDLARS search ghat a request should

accurately reflect the actual information need of the requester.

B. The MEDLARS Index Language

A thorough reappraisal éf the methods presently used to update
MeSH is needed. There should be a shift. in emphasis away from the ex-
ternal advisory committee on terminology and towards the continued
analysis of the termiqological requirements of MEDLANS users éé re-
flected in the demands placed upon the system. .AS part of the quality
control procedures, the MeSH group, in cooperation with the search
section, should undertake the continuous analysis of MEDLARS search re-
quests with a view to identifying areas of weakness in MeSH and legitimate
requirements that cannot presently be satisfied because of inadequate

terminology.
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Lancaster argues that the MEDLARS entry voccgbulary be regarded
as an integral part of the index language of the system of no less im-

portance than MeSH itself. Surveillance of the entry vocabulary: should

be the joint responsibility of the MeSH group and the Index Section. The

entry vocabulary should be continuously updated and should be as easily
accessible as MeSH, by the Indexers and searchers alike,

Lancaster feels that there should be more use of subheadings and
supports the present trend away from pre-coordinated terms (e.g., BLOOD

PRESERVATION) in MeSH, to the more flexible approach of optional pre-

coordination, at the time of indexing by means of subheadings. The search

analyses have revealed that improved check-tags are needed to distinguish

between articles such as experimental and clinical,

C. The MEDLARS Searching Strategies
The repeated reconstruction, and copving down, of strategies
for notions that tend to recur frequently in MEDLARS searches 1s con-
sidered to be most uneconomical. Vocabulary changes have increased the
complexity of searching through the different periods of MEDLARS data
base. Automatic term replaccment by the computer has been suggested as

a possible way out of this problem.

The individual searcher makes a fairly arbitrary decision as to
what type of strategy to adopt: one to aim for high recall ratio or
one to aim for high precision ratio. The redesigned search request
form, reflecting recall/precision requirements and tolerances of users,
should enable the searchers to prapare seavch fcrmulations matched to
the requirements and tolerances,

Expenditure of time and effort by search analysts on citation

printouts to make relevance predictions that will closely replicate
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the value judgments of the requester himself on seeing the actual articles
is not justified., Strangely enough, knowing that relevance predictions

by analysts do not close}y coincide with the value judgments of the re-
questers, the amount of search reformulations that appears to take place

at NLM is surprising.

D. The MEDLARS Indexing v

The decision as to what level of exhaustivity to adopt is a
difficult problem relating to indexing policy. Lancaster evéluation.
data in this fegard have been thoroughiy discussed in the previous
chapter, and are recapitulated below:® '

(1) Only a very much higher level of exhaustivity of indexing
would allow the retrieval of a significant number of the relevant "depth"
articles that are missed because they are not indexed with sufficient terms.
Thirteen bf these ;rticles (originally indexed at an average of 7.2 terms)
were re-indexed (at an average of 9.1 terms), but only two (15.4%) would
have been retrieved on the re-indexing. In the other articles, the "rele-
vant" section is very minor and would probably only be covered if the»
average term assignment was raised dramaticallr (sav to 25-30 terms).

(2) On the other hand, approximately 30-407% of all the relevant
"non-depth" articles that are presently missed by MEDLARS searches would
be likely to be retrieveé if these articles were indexed with an average
number of terms comparable to the "dépth"‘average. |

Lancaéter also has reason to belingnfhat, all other things being

equal, the MEDLARS recall ratio for depth articles is 70%, wnereas the

recall ratio is only 54% for non-depth articles.

Iy
re

c*

id., pp. 198-99.
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Moreover, as prcvio;sly noted:

(1) The division by journal into "depth" and "non-depth" creates
indexing anomalies, Ser of the "non-depth" articles are clearly under-
indexed while some of the "depth" articles are clearly over-indexed.

(2) Because of term limitations, some of the non-depth articles
are indexed in such general terms that it is difficult to visualize a
single search iﬁ which they would be retrieved and judged of value. In
other words, these citations are merely occupying space on the citation
file,

To recapitulate, we can say: a substantial number of recall
failures occur due to lack of exhaustivity of indexing; a harginal
increase in the average number of terﬁs assigned to "depth" articles is
unlikely to result in any significant recall improvement while a major
increase is unjustified on economic grounds; raising the present 'non-
depth" level to the present "depth“ level is likely to result in a
30-407% improvément in.retrieval of relevant articles from non-depth
journals; the present division of journals into "depth" and '"non-depth"
has led to indexing anomalies and to the situation in which non-depth
articles occupy 457 of the file, but account for only 25% of the retriev-
als; some of the non-depth articles are never likely to be retrieved and
judged of value bacause they are indexed much too generaily.

On the basis of the above, Lancaster recommends that the present
distinction between'”depth" jourﬁals and "non-depth' journals be abandoned.
This does not mzan Lhat atl articiés erQ‘fﬁéupfe§éntVnén-éeéfhﬂgournals ”
shouid be assigned an average of ten index terms. Rather, it means that
each article should be treated on its own merit and sufficient terms

should be assigned to index the extension and iuntension of its content.
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Lancaster sees no justification for an overall increase in indexing

exhaustivity at the present time.

Although few 1n§exing erro€s (in the sense of incorrect term ;s-
signment) were discovered in the eValuation, a significant number of in-
dexer omissions were encountered. Indexer omissions accounted for ap-
proximately 10% of all the recall failures., However, some of these in-
dexer omigsiéns appear to be largely due to lack of specific terms in
the vocabulary., 1If no specific term is available for a concept, either
in MeSH or in the entry vocabulary, an indexer is quite likely to omit
it entirely (rather than trying to cover the tépic in a more,g;neral
way). Lancaster believesrfhat indexer oﬁissiogsiwill bemsuﬁstantially

. |
reduced as the entry vocabulary is improved. f kﬂ

Mdreover, a very small spot-check (reported earlier) suggests
that perhaps 25% of the failures attributed to indexer omissién might
| not be the fault of the indexers, but might be due fo the deletion of

a term after the iundexer has assigned it. This is discussed further

below.

E. Computer Processing

omputer processing was not a major cause of retrieval failures

n‘

in the study. However, there has been one situation where it appears LI

i I .
that a term was deleted by some faulty file maintenance procedure. The

system must have the ability to check against any deletion of this sort,

and have adequate file protection mechanism,

F. The Relationship Between Indexing, Searching and MeSH
The tendency towards compartmentalization: of indexing, searching

and MeSH has been noted in the previous chapter, A close integration
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between the functions of indexing, searching, and vocabulary control
is needed,

H

G. Use of Foreign Language Material in MEDLARS
- It has been noted that while foreign language articles con-
sume approximately 45% of MEDLARS input costs, they contribute no more
than716% of the total demand search usage. This is a major policy prob-
lem; . It may be useless retrieving foreign languaée citatians withoutr

backing them up by providing adequate trénslation facilities.

H. Search Printout as a Content Indicator
It has been found that titles and tracings are freqﬁently in~
adequate in indicating the content of articles. In the light of this,
the requirement for inclusion of abstracts in the data base .is indicated.
To recall the conclusions of Lancaster, "A single evaluation
study, however comprehensive, cannot be ekpected tc discover more than a

very small fraction of the specific inadequacies of the system . . . Such

specific inadequacies can only be discovered through continuous monitoring
of the MEDLARS operations."”

| This is w.y Lancaster recommended that the library, having con-
cluded a iarge-scale study of the MEDLARS performance; should now in-
vestigate the feasibility of implementing procedures for the "continuous
‘quality control" of MEDLARS operation. Lancaster recognized that con-
tinuous quality cortrol was likely to be much more difiicult to imple-

ment than a cne-time evaluation. Nevertheless, he felt that continuous

system monitoring is ultimately essential to the success of any large

retrieval system.5

1pid., p. 201.
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I. Relevance of PERT/CPM

In Chapter II we have seen that PERT/CPM is a networking tech-
nique with time estimation and cost computation capabilities. It can
identify the netwcrk nodes in a context of precedence and dependency re-
lationships, and determine the c¢ritical path through the network. This"
is the time-cost based,étaphical representation of a systém.

In scheduling Qe have found the tecﬁnique of handling the
"input---» processing---§ output'" operations of a system component or

network node. A system component receives input from another component

belonging to the system, operétes on the input, and producés an output e

which becomes the input of another co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>